Watch With ME

Getting the Perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

When Jesus said the words, “Watch with me” to his disciples He was in effect saying, “Watch with no private point of view at all, but solely and entirely with ME.”  Oswald Chambers

When I read the above quote in my daily quiet time and prayed through the question, “Lord, what does it mean to watch with You?”  Some interesting thoughts, even pictures came to mind, as result of that question.  Let me share with you what my mind’s eye saw:

· I could see two men looking intently at something, as they talked.  They were really studying it.

· I understood that one man was a wise teacher and the other a learner, as the teacher instructed the pupil how to get a particular view of the object they were looking at.  The teacher was helping the pupil gain a hidden or unobvious perspective and it was part of his training.

· The time they spent together was unhurried and relaxed.  It was apparent to me that they were both enjoying their time together in the quiet refuge.  I could see that this was an essential time, but not a permanent one.

· Later, the teacher and his pupil left the quiet, controlled environment that they were in and went to some different places.  First was the learner’s home and to a frustrated wife with crying children.  The teacher taught the pupil new perspectives about his family.  Later, they went to the pupil’s work place.  I could see that a field trip was occurring, as the teacher continued to help the pupil gain the hidden and unobvious perspective about things they were seeing.  The teacher was expanding the learner’s view of his world and was giving him a new perspective as to how to live in it and how to view the people and their needs.  The new perspective changed the pupil’s heart about the people that he lived with and worked with and a new empathy for them that he hadn’t had before emerged.

· At first there were some real challenges to the learner, as he awkwardly applied the new insights his teacher had given to him to the people and circumstances he faced each day.  But after a while, great joy emerged and this removed the frustration and conflict that had typified his life before.  It was apparent that some unnecessary burdens had been removed from the pupil simply because the teacher had taught him how to view things differently.

Men, since this is our first website devotional, I prayed through what I thought would be the best insight to bring to our men each week.  Don’t you agree with me that we need to learn to look at our world through the eyes of our King?  If we could see ourselves through God’s eyes, what would we see?  If we were dealing with a particularly difficult person, how do you think Jesus would view that person?  How about our jobs, our families, circumstances?  Wouldn’t it be great to let Jesus teach us how to see things and how to act on them?

This week I had coffee with a businessman.  He shared with me that he was facing a difficult situation, as he would have to deliver some unwelcome news to his major account.  He had put off the development of his presentation and was dreading doing it.  I asked him if he had considered getting away for a day or two in order to merge his business planning with time with the Lord.  In other words, would he allow God to give him insight from His word and from their time together, as he developed his presentation?  The man got it!  Because this man is a seeker and a learner, he understood immediately the need he had for God’s insight and is now making plans to follow through with this strategy.  This is an example of  “Watching with ME” and there are many more ahead, as we explore the subject.

“Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don't try to figure out everything on your own.  Listen for God's voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; he's the one who will keep you on track.   Don't assume that you know it all. Run to God! Run from evil!  Your body will glow with health, your very bones will vibrate with life!” 

Proverbs 3: 5-8 (The Message)

To King Jesus all honor and glory belong:
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