Watch With ME

Getting the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen


Then He looked at those seated in a circle around Him and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers!  Whoever does My will is My brother and My sister.”  Mark 3:34-35

This was a difficult answer for Jesus’ mother and half-brothers to hear.  Seeking to avoid the crowd, they had just arrived and sent word to Jesus to come to them.  In other words, they wanted get to the front of the line using family privilege.  But, it was essential for the birth mother of Jesus and her children to get the right perspective about Jesus.  He had to give them tough love and it was necessary that they see him, no longer as the son of Mary and an earthly half-brother, but the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.  More than Jesus being Mary’s son or their brother was the need for Him to be their Savior.  This was the perspective change He was bringing to His birth family.  Their very souls depended on understanding this.

So, how would you feel about this perspective shift if you had grown up with Jesus?  We’re talking your big brother saying this to you.  He told strangers that they were now His family and you were excluded.  But, were his family really excluded?  Not at all.  As long as they followed the last line of His encouragement, Whoever does My will is My family, they were in.  But, they were not in because of earthly family connections or family traditions.  They were in because of the work of their Messiah.

I love to read the Epistle of James.  Many theologians describe it as the most practical and powerful biblical reading for applying faith to everyday life.  Just, good, practical, faithful living is taught.  Did you know that the half-brother of Jesus wrote this epistle?  Therefore, he was likely in that group of family members that had to have a perspective adjustment, and based on how he introduces himself in the first verse of his epistle, I think he got it.  Look at how he describes himself:

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ
Talk about humility?  Talk about a new perspective?  Talk about getting it!  Because of his perspective shift, James was transformed into a man who did the will of Jesus his Lord and Savior and the fruit of this is read in one of the most powerful epistles in the Bible.

Consider this perspective my brothers:  We are the people that Jesus was referencing as His family, as He looked at those gathered around His feet.  As a result of this heavenly, family connection that we now have with Jesus, we have been given the privilege to be a joint heir with Him.  We have been given all the rights and privileges that being in the family of God affords.  This is why another member of the “great perspective change,” the Apostle Peter, wrote that we are now a “royal priesthood --- belonging to God.”  Peter understood that he had to see himself differently and Jesus helped him do so.  Like anyone who has the love of Christ bombarding him, Peter had to share the good news.  He writes to us to see ourselves differently, because God does.  We are seen as family.

Finally, I share what this must mean to you and me.  What does it mean to us that God looks at us as His family?  If we can grasp this truth, it will be the greatest antidote for loneliness, feelings of insignificance, emotional wounds and all those things that have imprisoned us.  Through the great “ABBA” love of our King, we can be transformed into men who can live above circumstances and can rise for every occasion.  This is why we, as Influencers, declare that transformation in a man’s life can occur only one way and that is by proximity to Christ.  The closer we draw to Him, the more like Him we become.  It does not come through self-help programs and other man-made efforts.  It comes at the feet of Christ and in His close proximity.  

Men, we are invited to this place with Him and the ticket has been paid for us.  This is the intimate, abiding relationship with Christ that we constantly declare.  It is in that place that He looks us straight in the eyes and says, “You are My family,” and we finally get it.  This is the new perspective He wants for you and me, so let’s take Him up on His offer and go to the place we can hear Him --- at His feet.

To His great glory:
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