Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

Late that day, He said to them, "Let's go across to the other side." They took him in the boat as he was. Other boats came along. A huge storm came up. Waves poured into the boat, threatening to sink it. And Jesus was in the stern, head on a pillow, sleeping! They roused him, saying, "Teacher, is it nothing to you that we're going down?" Awake now, he told the wind to pipe down and said to the sea, "Quiet! Settle down!" The wind ran out of breath; the sea became smooth as glass. Jesus reprimanded the disciples: "Why are you such cowards? Don't you have any faith at all?" They were in absolute awe, staggered. "Who is this, anyway?" they asked. "Wind and sea at his beck and call!" Mark 4:35-41 - The Message

I’ve been around boats all my life.  I also know what it feels like to have one sink under me 14 miles out in the Gulf of Mexico and be left stranded on an island for a few hours.  Believe me when I tell you that a storm and waves crashing over a sinking boat will make cowards of the saltiest of sailors.  Then there are the mind tricks, as a guy going down will imagine the worst thing will happen.  When my boat went down, it was the summer that the movie “Jaws” had been released.  So naturally, when we started to bail and eventually bail out, guess what came to my mind?  I even heard that dreaded music that always announced that old Jaws was about to show up!  But, he didn’t and the Coast Guard saved us.  I declare I was convinced he was waiting for me in those deep, dark waters.

When I read the above passage, I have a lot of empathy for what those men were going through in the boat that night.  They were experienced fishermen and knew the lake and its weather.  If they were frightened, they had a good reason, for they had been there before.  Therefore, it seems a little brusque that Jesus would call them cowards.  I would have been just like them, and He would have called me a coward, as well.  So, what would you do if Jesus offered you the same critique?  I hope that we would do what the disciples did.  I hope that we would learn from it and find the perspective Jesus wanted to give to us.  He was teaching those men and those of us who would follow on how to have a different perspective when storms come through our life.  What does He want us to know?

· Storms will come in our life, but He rules the storms.  Our God rules over all things.  He is Sovereign God.  He is Lord of the wind and angry waves, as evidenced by His power to rebuke the wind and calm the storm in the above account.  He is also Lord over our life and the threats that come our way.  Can we trust Him to help us?  Maybe, the better question is: “Do we trust Him.”
· Trust without abandonment is a contradiction.  As a ministry, Influencers has a simple message and a singular target.  We want our men to get in close proximity with Christ, for we know that it is there that courage is forged and transformation occurs.  We also know that this journey requires an abandonment of our illusion of being in control of our life, in order to really trust Him.  The disciples were given a brief lesson on how little control they had over their lives when they saw the wind and the waves.  They were then shown how broad the power of Christ was for dealing with their problems.  But, if they wanted to ride out the storm with courage and without fear, they would have to trust Him better than they were doing.  This is why Jesus tied their lack of faith with their lack of courage in His question to them.  Now, let’s fast forward a few years and see what happens when men learn their lesson about trusting their Savior:
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say.  Acts 4: 13-14 NIV

Here we see two men that were in the boat with Jesus that stormy night.  But now a different perspective in each man and a different result is seen.  Not only were these men used as a conduit of God’s power and blessing to bring healing to a man lame since birth, they were also given the courage to stand against a corrupt, evil authority that was attempting to intimidate them.  If you are like me, I find it easier in the flesh to face waves and water than people in position and power.  Not our guys.  Normally Peter and John, who were ordinary, unschooled men, would have been an easy game for the educated, ruling leaders that they were brought before.  But not these men, for they had been with Jesus and had learned to trust Him more than any threat that could be thrown at them.  They were bold, they were courageous and the proof that they were authentic stood next to them healed and excited.  What was the result?  Those “superstars” of the Sanhedrin Council could say nothing more.  In other words, they were speechless!  They were trumped!

Men, that is what happens when we abandon ourselves and all the “storms” of our life to Christ.  He will bring His power to bear upon our storms and in the process we will grow in courage.  You know what I think?   I think that Jesus is trying to produce courage in us more than just allowing another storm.  I think that He wants to make of us courageous men who will stand firm and prevail through any challenge that comes our way.  Along the way, we will become a conduit of His blessings to other people, just like Peter and John were.  So, the next time you have a storm roll through your life, remember that Jesus is in the boat with you and ask Him to rule over it.   When you seek His help, you will grow in courage and in the process you will grow into the man that God wants to make of you.
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