Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

“Whoever serves me must follow Me; and where I am, My servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves Me.”- Jesus speaking-  (John 12:26 - NIV)

Never let it be said that Jesus pulled any punches in speaking clearly about the cost of being His disciple.  But, let it also never be said that He didn’t give His disciples a plan.  Can you see it?  Look very closely and you will see His simple, but profound method of both equipping and rewarding those who serve Him.  Let me show you what I see:

“Whoever serves Me must follow Me…” What does it mean to you to follow Christ?  I looked it up in Webster’s and got a lot of help on the definition of  “follow.”

fol·low v: - to come after somebody or something in position, time, or sequence - to go after or behind somebody or something, moving in the same direction, especially to find out where he, she, or it is going, or go to the same place - to have somebody’s movements under constant surveillance - to watch, observe, or pay close attention to somebody or something - to take the same course or go in the same direction as something else - to go in the direction indicated by something such as a signpost - to act in accordance with something, especially with instructions or directions given by somebody else - to be led, guided, or influenced by somebody or something - to do the same as somebody or something, or take somebody or something as a model to be imitated

Webster did a good job of describing the word and I think it fits Jesus’ meaning.  But, my question is what does it mean to you to follow Jesus?  Here’s what it means to me:  It means to follow His teachings.  It means to follow His demeanor and characteristics.  It means to follow His work as He prepares the ground ahead of me and to play my part.  It means to follow His “voice” as He speaks to my heart and I learn to “hear” Him.  It means to follow Him as He leads me through the steps of my life, whether they are opportunities that He has given to me, or to watch for the pitfalls the enemy has laid before me.  But, what does it mean to you?

“and where I am, My servant also will be…”  It is in His plan that Jesus will work through the lives of His family to serve His cause.  This is our purpose.  It is to serve His cause, if we follow Him.  This is where the supernatural empowerment comes.  This is where we will see unimaginable results occur, as we see His work though our life exposed.  It is not our own work.  It is not by our own effort.  It is the yielded, servant of Christ who is following his King that a great work can be accomplished, for it is Christ at work in and through this man.  But, it requires being where Jesus is and that requires that we follow Him.  Jesus has always made it clear that close proximity to Him will produce amazing results.  He called it “abiding” with Him.

“My Father will honor the one who serves Me.”  What does it mean to you to be honored by the King of the universe?  To me it is to be esteemed, to be lifted up, to be included in something of great privilege.  It also means to me to have the honor to represent my Savior, to be included in His team, to be known by Him, to be loved by Him and to know that it doesn’t end with this lifetime.

Most every person has some moment of fame and glory, whether it’s in the public eye or it is known by only a few.  Whether it is 15 minutes of fame or a lifetime of celebrity, it will end, and this kind of honor will eventually perish as time and history go forward.  Not so for those who serve the cause of Jesus.  Even the most obscure servants will be celebrated and will likely garner the most honors, for their works were done without the applause of man.  They did it solely for the honor of Jesus.  How does that make you feel?  To me, it makes me want to shout for joy and thankfulness in knowing that what I get in this lifetime, good or bad, is the worst I will ever experience and the best is ahead.  On the other hand, those without Christ are getting the best they will ever have in this lifetime and have nothing better to look forward to.  But, how does that make you feel?

I heard a story about a man who saved all his life to accumulate enough money for supplies to spend just a few years in Africa helping the sick and dying people there.  When he arrived in Africa, he became deathly ill and almost died.  He lived, but all is supplies were stolen and he had to return to America a weakened, defeated man, with no money.  When he arrived by ship at the seaport he saw a great band and a gathering of people waiting to greet a celebrity.  He found out that the people were greeting a great politician who had been on a safari in Africa.  When the man saw that no one greeted him and in fact, no one even knew what he had been through in sacrifice and service, he did what most of us do…. He felt sorry for himself.  In great pain and tears he cried out, “Father, I see many people greeting a man because he was successful in killing a tiger.  They clamor to be around him.  They have a band for him.  They applaud him.  They even have a parade planned for him.  But, what about me?  I have sacrificed to serve you.  I have done without just to follow your lead.  I have never asked for anything in the way of applause or recognition.  But, Lord, it hurts to come home and no one cares and no one recognizes what I’ve done.  As this man wept in his hands, the still, small, comforting voice of his Father spoke to his heart, “My son, that is because you are not home yet.  Wait and see what I have planned for you.”  

How does that make you feel?
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