Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus
A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

“Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign LORD is my strength; He makes my feet like the feet of a deer, He enables me to go on the heights.” Habakkuk. 3: 17-19

Men, are in some scary times as a nation because of the economic woes and a plethora of other challenges.  I have many godly friends who are businessmen and are facing the difficulties and challenges that this crisis brings.  Some time ago when I too was faced with times such as these, I found solace in God’s admonition to pray, to trust and to wait for His help.  As a result of this experience I penned the following exhortation.  For those of you who are in need, I hope these words will encourage you.

Endure Until Spring

There are times, similar to the four seasons that our life changes and becomes cold, lonely and spiritually lifeless.  It is during this time that we begin to wonder if this is the way it will be from now on.  We think about how well we were running the race before this season, and we are perplexed.  The doubts we now struggle with during this time of our life are a stark contrast to the “good ole days.”  We don’t see it coming, when winter moves silently into our life.

“I never wanted it that way,” you say.  You wanted your life to be fruitful and vibrant constantly, for it is your heart's desire to give your best to the Savior.  But now, "How can I give Him my best when all I seem to be able to do is get through another cold day?" is the question that forms itself in your silent moments.  You were doing so well.  You felt full of His Spirit, as you were miraculously driven along in life without much effort or forethought.  It was supernatural.  But you had already become convinced of this fact, for you had given the helm to the Savior and He was the Captain of your ship.   You were simply along for the ride, and things were great.

It was in the midst of this great time of illumination that small clouds began to accumulate and dim His light.  Little-by-little the clouds that forecast winter gathered.  Before long, those vibrant fruit-bearing days slipped behind you, and the gray hews of winter dormancy surrounded you and choked out your joy.  You struggled against the weather and did your best to produce fruit for your King.  You told yourself to keep going and not to give up.  But you knew all your efforts were in vain, for you felt cut off from the source that produces fruit.  You felt that your vital link to the Vine was hindered and was not flowing that Living Water that you were so thirsty for.  Before long you became barren and dormant like the rest of your surroundings, and winter was upon you.

You are now in the hardest part of your winter.  Your only thought now is to endure from day-to-day the spiritual loneliness and coldness that surrounds you.  You search for answers.  You ask, "What did I do wrong?  Am I being punished for something?  Will I ever rejoice in the spring and summer again?  Will I ever rejoin the King in His harvest for the souls of man?"

You ask these questions, but you hear nothing except the winter wind that reminds you of this never-ending season.  You are frightened with discouragement.  And yet, you endure.  For some reason you endure, for you just know that what you see and feel is not what you should base your hope on.  You endure, for you know your Shepherd's heart and you know that He will never abandon you or leave you in this condition.  

Slowly, your endurance begins to turn to perseverance, as you resolve to trust Sovereign God with this winter that you are in.  Your perseverance is rewarded with His gentle affirmation, as you realize that you are now running a new race to His glory.  You make it your purpose to fix your eyes on the Prize and to shed the hindrance of discouragement.  You no longer look for spring.  Instead you look to the next step in your race and take it to your King's glory.  You endure, you persevere and you challenge the mountain that is before you.  Little-by-little you gain ground against your winter.

It is now a day, not dissimilar from the others that you had faced before.  You begin your race as you had done the previous day by committing it to your King's glory.  But suddenly the clouds begin to thin.  Sunlight breaks through and warms the earth around you.  You become caught up in the changes you see.  Life begins to emerge from a dormant world and it cheers your soul.  Each day grows longer and warmer, as your Savior, Creator God, begins to awaken His creation from its winter slumber.  You also feel His stir in your soul, as He prepares you for a new season.  

The Vine begins to send vital nutrition to you; His branch and you are nourished.  You drink deeply from His Living Water as He fills the emptiness that the hard months of your winter created in you.  His Living Water flows into your being and makes its way to the surface of your life.  You see fruit.  But, this is unfamiliar fruit and is unlike any that you have ever seen in your life before.  This fruit that you are now seeing is a kind that can only be produced by a mature branch that has a strong adherence to the Vine.  You ask, “How can this be?”  Immediately, the still, small voice of the Vine speaks directly to your inner most being and whispers, “Because in your winter you were grafted more deeply into My side.”  

You now understand that your winter created a desperation in you that could only be endured by a constant dependence on Him.  It becomes clear why winters are needed.  This is where the branch matures.

You now begin to see the truth of the “winter cycle” that God’s child has to endure, for it is in winter that you must rely on your Savior in the strongest possible way.  It is there that you stake your very life on His sovereign rule and His good heart.  You must rely on His promises to guide you when you are blinded by the darkness of your winter, and rely on His comfort to assure you when you are afraid.  

When you emerge from your winter and move into your fruit-bearing season, you then understand that all fruit produced in your life is by the Vine’s inspiration and the Vinedresser’s design.  This causes humility to make its way to your heart.  You see that it is He that is at work through you, and yes, even in spite of you.  It is not of yourself that fruit is produced.  It is He that is at work within you.  You become a conduit of His truth and love to others.  You are now convinced that He could use anyone to convey His love, and it is the greatest privilege of your life that He would choose you to join Him in His work.  You know, as never before, that it is all about Him and not about you.  You are both blessed and enabled with this new humility.  It is now clear to you that this new fruit-bearing season could only have come because of your winter.  

Isn’t it true that it is in the winter period that we are in our best relationship time with our King, for it is then that we are most dependent on Him?  "When I am weak, then I am strong," becomes the anthem of our life, as we now understand Paul's great words more clearly.  We echo these words to the depths of our own soul, and we rejoice as never before that out King has loved us so much that He would give us a winter to prepare us for our spring.  

In winter we learn to endure, we learn to persevere, and we grow.  It is true that our growth is not visible, for it lies beneath the surface of our life, hidden from the winter storms.  It waits for its time to emerge and bear the fruit that it is designed to produce.  When spring comes, we will see this fruit and we will rejoice.  Yes, we will rejoice that another winter is behind us.  But, most of all, we will rejoice because of what our winter has produced in us.

Therefore, if you now find yourself in your personal “winter,” do not despair.  Spring is shortly ahead for you.  Instead, endure, persevere, and grow.  Run an endurance race in these winter months and run it to your King's glory.  Remember, it is while running this race of endurance you are building new spiritual muscles that will be needed for lifting all the heavy fruit that is ahead in your spring.  

Friend, you will get through this.  Never let the enemy of your soul convince you otherwise….  You will get through this winter!  When the challenge of your winter seems more than you can handle, write these words on your heart and keep them on your tongue:  “Endure until spring.”  Say it loud and say it often.  “Endure until spring,” for spring is just a season away.  It will come again.  You can rely on it.  How do we know this?  The Vine promises it.  Take His word on it.

Sharing your journey:
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