Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  Matthew 6: 19-21

Based on some of the reports that I’ve received from many of our men, it is apparent that there is a lot of fear going around because of the worldwide economic crisis that we are currently dealing with.  I’ve heard opposite ends of the spectrum with their points of view, which include everything from desperation to quiet courage, from hopelessness to hopefulness, from depressing thoughts to an excited expectation of what God has planned.  By the way, all the feedback was from Christians who say that they put their hope in Christ.  But, as I look at the different perspectives, I see a distinct difference in the way each person processes through the same threats.  I would like to share with you some responses I’ve heard from some men who understand Jesus’ perspective in the passage above and how it helps them see things though His point of view.  Maybe it will encourage you at this time:

· The response of a 70-year-old man who lost 1.5 million dollars in his 401-K because of the stock failure of the major bank he was investing in.  “When I saw what happened to our retirement savings, my only thought was that my God still reigns.  He is on His throne and He loves us.  My treasure is in Him and He will take care of us.  Besides, it was His money.”
· The response of a 33-year-old man when asked what God has been teaching him lately.  “I am completely awed by God’s provisions for my family and me.  I have seen clearly the desperation we could be in right now if God didn’t take care of us.   He has done some miraculous and timely things that have kept us safe.  He has been with us through it all and I am assured that He will continue to be so.  It also tells me something that I needed to know about His perspective toward me.  It tells me that He loves me very much and I can trust Him.”
· The response of a 40-year-old man who lost his job because the entire department he was working in was eliminated.  “I thought I would be with my employer until I retired.  They came to us suddenly one day and said that we had 30 days left of employment.  I believe my King opens and closes doors that no man can open or shut. They could not have done this without His permission.   He knows what is going one.  He cares about it.  He is willing to help us through this and He is able. Therefore, I will watch for the opportunities He opens up for us, as we trust Him through the process.”
As I listened to these responses and many others, I have come to realize that what is held in common with these people is that they are able to thrive through this crisis rather than sink because of it.  It is because of a strong belief that their King Jesus is the Treasure of their life of which this Treasure cannot be taken from them.  He is also the Treasurer and what He provided before the crisis and what He provides during and after the crisis will not only be enough, it will be acceptable and sufficient for all their needs. Think about how this kind of perspective blesses us with the Peace that surpasses comprehension?  If our life is invested in Jesus and with Jesus, meaning that we have abandoned our rights to our self and we are trusting in Him absolutely, we are then attaching ourselves to His promises for our welfare.  When He said to the multitude over 2,000 years ago the following words, He was also speaking to those today who have given their life to Him with abandonment and trust.  We can claim these words and we can draw great comfort from them, for they are meant to speak to us in this hour of need and to lodge great peace in our hearts.  So, Brothers, take great comfort in what our King has to say to you about these times we are in right now:

"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”  Jesus speaking - Matthew 6: 25 - 34

I once heard it said that when we seek the world and all it offers, we miss Jesus and we generally end up with nothing but disappointments and despair in the end, for the only things the world has to offer are counterfeit freedom and delusional treasure.  But, when we seek Jesus, we get Him and His Kingdom and the world thrown in with it.  Now, that sounds like a good deal to me, how about you?  If you agree with me, let’s you and me go for the real Treasure of this universe and let’s watch Him walk us through the hard times that we may or might one day have.  Let’s don’t worry about them.  Instead, let’s download our concerns to Him and ask for His wisdom as to how we need to adjust.  He’ll walk us through these times and we can thrive rather than just survive.  Oh yes, we will be challenged and we may very well have to give up some of those counterfeit toys that might define our life right now.  But, when it all shakes out, we will grow into the greatest joy we have ever experienced and we will truly understand what is meant by the scripture that says, “The joy of the Lord is my strength.”  By the way, there will never be a better time and a better way to witness to your world around you than right now.  Simply letting your joy and hope be seen by another person, as you work through your own challenges with the Lord by your side, is a powerful attraction to a hopeless person.  It is then that you share your hope that is in Christ Jesus, and it is in this process that we lead a lost and troubled people to their Savior and our Treasure.

Sharing the abundance,
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