Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

“When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God’ ….”                                                     Jesus speaking to a teacher of the Law - Mark 12:34 - NIV

If you have ever played a game of “Horse Shoes” you know that a player gets points for being close to the stake.  A “ringer” is best, but being close enough to your goal will get you a point.  It’s not that way in other games.  In fact, in golf, when a putt lips the hole, we say, “Close, but it ain’t horseshoes and it doesn’t get you a point!”   In baseball, it might be close to being a strike, “But it ain’t horseshoes!”  In the recent election?  Well, that one wasn’t even close, but you get the picture.  When I studied the above passage the other day and got into the human drama of it, my mind started questioning what Jesus really meant by what He said.  His words often seem so initially simple, but are broad in hidden meanings when we meditate on them.  Here were some things that came to my mind when I meditated on His word:

“You are not far from the kingdom of God”… Why?  Because I am standing right next to you.
“You are not far from the kingdom of God”..  Why?  For your Law points to Me.  I have come to fulfill it and you cannot.

“You are not far from the kingdom of God”… Why?  For you are seeking the truth from My word and that points to Me.
“You are not far from the kingdom of God”… Why?  For I am about to open the doors to the Kingdom of God for you.

- But this ain’t horseshoes! -
“You are not far from the kingdom of God”… But, you cannot see Me for your traditions make you blind to the truth.

“You are not far from the kingdom of God”… But, you will not find the kingdom through your Law - only through Me.
“You are not far from the kingdom of God”… But, you will not find Me without faith in Who I am and My resurrection.

“You are not far from the kingdom of God”… But, far enough to miss it all together …. for …. close isn’t good enough!

As I thought on this passage and looked at it through my own tendencies and the tendencies of mankind, I am in full agreement that our inclination as a species is to hold God and those things He offers, at arm’s length.  Likely it is because of our fallen nature and our tendency to hide, as was the first reaction when Adam and Eve sinned.  Also, like the teacher of the Law, we try to accept God on our own terms rather than His.  We can’t comprehend His grace, so we replace it with something that we can understand and will make us feel better about ourselves, which is to earn His love by good works.  Our old nature and the world we live in keeps us imprisoned to a performance mentality by telling us that we can’t get something for nothing.  But, like the teacher of the Law, we get close and still miss Him all together.  Perhaps it would be good to think through this thing called grace, for it goes against anything that we are taught by this world?  Think about it:

Justice (Getting what we deserve) I hear people all the time declare, “I just want my justice!”  Well I have some news for you.  When it comes to our relationship with God, we do not want our justice, for we would all deserve hell.  Thank God He doesn’t give us justice.  Even our best works are not good enough for the perfection that the Law of God requires.

Mercy (Not getting what we deserve) As a human, I find that the best I am able to give to another person is to give him mercy.  In my own mind I think I deserve justice, especially when it concerns my rights.  But, God being merciful to me makes me realize how I bring Him delight when I am merciful to someone else.  God said to David when he showed mercy to one of Saul’s sons instead of eliminating him, “You are a man after My Own heart.” Like David, I also want to be a man after God’s heart, for when I give mercy to someone else, it is probably my greatest work that I can do for my King.  But, it is just not good enough to get me into His kingdom.

Grace  (Getting something we don’t deserve) Now this is something that only God can do.  It is His gift of unconditional love to us and it is called Agape.  It is on this basis and the merits of His unconditional love through Jesus Christ only, that we are accepted into His kingdom.  If He did not give us grace, then we could not be able to come into His kingdom.  At best, as a merciful man we may bring Him delight by our works and by our performance.  But, when it comes to getting into His kingdom, we would only come close and miss it altogether.  Why is this?  For it ain’t horseshoes.
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