Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

I have been wrestling with a personal issue for a while.  This is an issue that I have kept from the sight of most people who know me.  It is a “closet issue” and I must come clean with you men.  Now do I have your attention?  Are you on the edge of your seats and ready for an expose’ of my fault and shortcoming?  If I were you, I would be.  Perhaps when I lead out with my own honesty and transparency, you, too, will become honest with yourself.  Perhaps you will come out of your closet and find something new, fresh and encouraging that you, like I, have been longing for?  If so, I ask you to join a crowd of rapidly growing “freedom fighters” and let’s move forward as never before on a path of great freedom and empowerment, as we take holy ground for our King.  Before I can disclose my problem to you, I must start with a couple of quotes from Miles J. Stanford in the book, The Complete Green Letters.  His words opened my eyes and heart and hopefully, you will get the same insight I did.  So here it goes:

In his chapter on Self-Denial, Stanford teaches that Union with Christ requires union with the cross of Christ and union with the cross of Christ requires union with the finished work of Christ.  Now this last union jumped out to me like one of those digital pictures does when you look at it long enough and a face appears.  I came to understand that there is much, much more to Christ’s finished work on the cross that I am not aware of and that I am not appropriating.  But, what could it be?

Stanford goes on to say, “As we learn to stand on the finished work of Calvary, the Holy Spirit will begin to faithfully and effectively apply the finished work of the Cross to the self-life, thereby holding it in the place of death – inactive – resulting in ‘not I, but Christ’ life.”  This statement was a building block for the next quote from Stanford that I read.  The two quotes, when merged, gave me the picture that the Lord wanted me to see.  Look at the following quote intently coupled with the ones above as it says:

“Calvary is the secret of it all.  It is what He did there that counts, and it becomes a force in the life of a Christian when it is appropriated by faith.”
Bam!  Right between the eyes and all the way to my heart, as I prayed, “Lord, what am I not applying the finished work of the Cross to in my life?  What am I not appropriating from You that You want to give to me to help me live my life and purpose better?  What is the “force” that is available for me that I am not willing to ask for and receive?” 

Ok, now here’s another secret of mine.  I’m a Star Wars nut.  So when I read Stanford’s words about something becoming “a force” in my life, old Obiwan Kenobi comes to mind when he told Luke Skywalker to “use the Force Luke …. Use the Force.”   When Luke used the Force, he was able to shoot that torpedo into a small hole and bring death to the Empire’s Death Star.  Before using the Force, all his efforts were ineffective.  Luke discovered that there was something bigger than man’s invention and man himself that could do something impossible.  Likewise, I could see that Stanford was making the same connection to the finished work of Christ, in that there is a greater power, a greater force, that can be appropriated by God’s children, when it is appropriated by faith.   But, let’s change the scene now and not consider a fictional movie such as Star Wars to make a point.  Let’s not even consider the wise words of Miles Stanford, even though God likely inspired them when he wrote them.  Let’s instead go directly to Jesus and see what He says to us.  Let’s get His point of view.

"I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him.    Jesus (Mark 11: 23)

I don’t know about you, but it seems to me that Jesus was saying that there is a power, yes even a force, available for believers such as you and me to use that can do marvelous, even impossible things, if we will appropriate it by faith.  So why are we not tapping into it?  Is it because we doubt His claim?  Is it because we are afraid that we would be disappointed in Him or ourselves if we ask and do not receive?  What could be keeping us from taking what is being offered to us, especially since it is such a marvelous and essential gift?

Last year, I was involved with a team of men who led a men’s conference in Alexandria, Egypt, as our newly Arabic-translated curriculum was rolled out to some Christian businessmen there.   After the conference, we visited a magnificent church in the Garbage City of Cairo.  This church is known as the Cave Church.  The church is an open-air church built into a great chasm in the side of a mountain.  It can seat up to 20,000 worshippers and is filled many times during the year.  Every Thursday night, they hold a praise and worship night and it will likely have from 8,000 to 15,000 worshippers attending it.  When we were visiting this church, an interesting fact about its history was made known to us.  We were told that in the history of this church was a prayer request that the mountain would be literally moved.  We were told that it was at a time that a great demonstration of God’s power through Jesus Christ was required.  As a result of this mountain moving prayer, an earthquake followed and destroyed a large chunk of the mountain, while creating a great chasm.  The earthquake demonstrated Christ’s power to a doubting spectator, which led to his and others faith in Christ.  More so, the love of Christ created a sanctuary for the thousands of people who would follow.   Sounds to me like some man quit doubting and started using the “Force,” doesn’t it to you?   Now, I’ve shared my heart with you and have come out of the closet.  I should also tell you that I am at a time in my life that I am ready to use all the resources Jesus wants to give me.  How about you?  Are you ready to use the Force?  If we will do so, we will see a mighty, mountain moving force at work in our life and ministry.
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