Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

“The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.” Luke 6:45 NIV

When I read this passage I cannot help but think of a particular man that I have known for many years who has shown to me, through his words a lot about his heart, and quite frankly, I don’t like what I see.  I have heard a general attitude of criticism for those who don’t share his view and a constant exaltation of himself, his opinions and his accomplishments.  For the first hour or so with this man, it is generally pleasant, for he is an entertaining guy.  However, without fail, it always gravitates back to his favorite subject … himself and criticism of others.  Worst of all, he is so satisfied with himself, there doesn’t seem to be a teachable spirit that could handle reproof.  So here’s my question:  Based on the passage above, can I determine that this man’s heart is corrupt?  On the other hand, am I sinning by judging him?  Interesting conflict of perspectives, would you agree?

More on my guy:  I have to tell you that the dilemma for me with this man is that he doesn’t respond positively to kindness and humility when he sees it.  In fact, he eats the person up like a lion goes after a wounded gazelle.  To him, these attributes appear weak and counter to how he sees himself.  As a result, I am tempted most every time I am with him to “answer a fool according to his folly” and in doing so, to become like him.  My old nature is challenged to come out of the yoke of Christ and to show him what a real “take no prisoners warrior” is like, for I see that a very small part of what he says is based on personal experience and the rest is simply theory and bluff.  I know that he is more form than substance, and I have a real battle not to fall into sin by angrily challenging him when I hear him go on about his greatness.  Like I said, it’s a real dilemma for me.  But, is it only unique to me?

The fact is, I don’t think there will be a single reader of this devotional that will not have an “Irregular Person” in your life.  In fact, that person may be so irregular to you that he or she could be classified as an E.G.R.P. (Extra Grace Required Person) which is the classification given to my guy.  Therefore, I think it would be good for both you and me to process through the questions of what a healthy biblical evaluation of another person is versus standing in judgment of that person.  Most importantly, what we really need to know is: “What would Jesus have me do when dealing with such a person?”  So, let’s begin with bringing the counter verse I speak of to this devotional:

"Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." Luke 6:37-38

The two verses presented are both spoken from the mouth of Jesus, so we know there is truth and instruction in both.  It is not coincidental that the passage on judging another person is given only a few sentences before His discourse on the good or evil heart.  In other words, His teaching on the subjects appear connected and flow together, as if one is something we are taught not to do (judge another person) and the other a supporting example of what causes us to judge another person (an evil heart).  Men, by doing a little self-feeding in God’s word, He helped me see that Luke 6:45 was not about evaluating another person’s heart, but rather evaluating my own.  The truth is, we cannot know what is going on in another man’s heart.  We cannot know the deep fears and need for affirmation that would cause a person to appear “Irregular” to us.  We do not know the history of development in a man’s life that would shape him into a beast or a prince.  We only know that on the outside of every life is a facade of false reality and deep within him is the truth of the condition of his relationship with Jesus Christ.  So, what should be my primary concern?  If I am judging, condemning and unforgiving of someone who has offended me, then I have a hindrance in my fellowship with Christ, for I am not dealing with it correctly.  This, in itself, will hurt me more than the other person.  Jesus loves me way too much for this to remain.  This is why He has given us a scripture that will provide a reality check on the condition of our own heart.  It is meant for our self-evaluation.  

In my prayers to my King I have asked often of Jesus what I should do about the man I reference.  In my heart, this is what He has said to me.  Search your own heart.  You may hear the same voice spoken to you:

“You are my champion and I want you to represent Me by the way you deal with this man.  My greatest concern is that you fall into sin yourself.  Therefore, guard your heart and do not allow it to be diverted from the path I have given you to walk on.  This man is not in your life by coincidence.  I have allowed him to be with you so that you can be trained as my champion.  It is in the challenges that he presents to you that you grow strong in personal conviction with how to live your life and how to treat others.  It is with this man that I temper you and you become a conduit of My grace to others, including him.  Never grow weary of being fair, yet not demanding it for yourself.  Don’t be discouraged in giving mercy, yet not getting it in return.  Never hinder My grace that can flow through your life to another, because it is my grace that can set prisoners free from their past, even your own.  Never grow weary of giving My love to another person and especially the unlovable, for My child…. in doing so …you give it to Me.”
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