Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen
“[Now] we have this [hope] as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul [it cannot slip and it cannot break down under whoever steps out upon it--a hope] that reaches farther and enters into [the very certainty of the Presence] within the veil” 
                                                                                                                                                                                Hebrews 6:19 (Amplified Bible) 

It is only a few days before Christmas, as I write this devotional.  A few weeks ago, the church my wife and I attend began to celebrate the season by lighting Advent cantles at each service.  Those candles are named: The Hope Candle - The Way Candle - The Joy Candle - The Peace Candle and The Christ Candle.  Each candle, when lit, is accompanied by a brief scripture and message about what the candle represents.  The Advent ceremony emphasizes Hope at the start.  I agree with the priority.  But, I think that most of us have diluted both the message and the practice of this essential encouragement to God’s children.  In this day and time, Hope is the Christmas present that our King has given to us and it is essential that we know what it means and put it into practice.  If you are like me, I grew up using this word.  However, I grew up using it in a  drastically different way from what God intended it to be.  Example:

When I grew up I used the word “hope” as if it were wishful thinking, tinged with uncertainty and fear.  You likely did the same.  I would hope for a good grade, but was uncertain I would get it.  I would hope to play professional baseball, but was uncertain that it would happen.  I would hope to get ahead in life, but was uncertain of how that would happen.  I hoped for a good job, but felt hopeless that there would not be one for me.  I hoped to have a great wife and family and hoped that we would be healthy and happy.  I used the word hope in many ways, but if you look closely you will see that at the core of my practice of hope was uncertainty.  Many of my hopes were realized and many were not.  But, it was always a guessing game if my hope would be provided.  Was that the same with you?  Is it the same now with us?  If it is, then we are not accepting the kind of hope that Jesus wants to give us and we are missing a major blessing.  Here’s what I mean:

When I became a Christian as a young boy and then through most of my adult life, I would hear about the hope that Jesus gives, such as the Hope Candle in Advent presents to us.  However, my understanding for many years was akin to my definition of hope as a child, in that God may or may not be my help in times of need.  I hoped that He would, but I wasn’t sure that He would help.  My perspective was this way for many years.  Finally, I began an earnest pursuit of getting to know Christ and to know more deeply what he taught.  My first step was to connect with Him at the heart through an abiding relationship with Him.  This one step alone caused His words to be highlighted and understood in a different way, especially His love for His children and His involvement with us.  For the first time I felt His emotional connection with me. I felt His love, His care and His tender feelings toward me.  It was in this connection that he also made me aware of His promises, and that they were given to me to be an encouragement when I feel alone and desperate.  At the heart of all His promises is hope.  As I began to contrast the definition of His hope with the hope that I had grown up with, I came to see that He was helping me understand that the true, biblical definition of hope is different from what the world had taught me.  It is not “wishful thinking tinged with fear and uncertainty.”  On the contrary, the hope Christ gives us is to be understood and embraced as Absolute Certainty. We don’t ask God’s help and hope with uncertainty that it will show up.  We ask for God’s help and hope with absolute certainty that He will help us in His own time and own way.  He will show up and we can be absolutely certain of it.  That is the biblical definition of hope and the one that we need to build our faith on.

This is Christmas time, but this devotional is not about getting a right perspective about Christmas.  It’s about having a right perspective because of Christmas.  We have been given a hope like the world could never give us.  As the scripture listed above points out, we’ve been given “a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul [it cannot slip and it cannot break down under whoever steps out upon it.”  This kind of hope is to be embraced and accepted right now.  It is not a delayed gift that may or may not show up.  It is certain.  It is now and it is extended to us.  It is within our grasp.  But, we must reach out accept it.  We must take hold of Hope.

Men, I am seeing more and more “Christ Champions” that are emerging out of these challenging times, because they are taking hold of hope.  Do not think that I am saying that they are emerging from their challenging times, and thus, have become Champions, for most of these men are still having to fight a great fight of faith in order to hold firm.  Rather, what I am saying is that these men are becoming men after God’s own heart because they are purified by persevering trials and strengthened through an abandonment of their fears.  A new trust in their King is growing and these men have hope.  They have the real thing, not the kind of hope the world gives us.  They have an absolute certainty that their Sovereign King is their hope and His plan for their future and welfare is in His care.  It is a done deal and this kind of assurance creates a man of courage, a man after God’s own heart, a Christ Champion!

Brothers as we reflect on the gift of hope that has been given to us, let us not wait any longer to grasp the real thing.  Whatever you face can be entrusted to Him today, and real hope grasped by you right now.  It is an absolute certainty that God will help you in His own time and in His own way and it will be the best way for you.  You can count on it.  You do not have to wait to see it come, for it is ready to be taken right now.  Reach out and take it, for Jesus Christ is your Hope.  He is God’s Christmas present to you.
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