Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, "If you are willing, you can make me clean."  Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.   Mark 1:40 -42

As we continue to watch with Jesus and try to gain His perspective for living our own life, we must be touched by the compassion Jesus had for this man.  He met this man’s needs way beyond what we might realize and in doing so, He revealed His heart , the heart of a Shepherd.  Let’s look more deeply:

When we ask for His help, Jesus always touches us at our hidden need first.  Sometimes He will meet our perceived, apparent need as well.  But, He is looking deeper into our life than we can know at the time.  Can we trust Him to look below the surface of our life and deal with the need we may not even realize we have?  The apparent need for the Leper was to have his leprosy removed.  In this day and time, leprosy is not the threat it was then.  Back then it was such a threat to those people that they had only one way to treat it, which was to cast the infected people out of society.  They were isolated and were required by law to warn people not to come near to them.  What would it be like for you to have your wife or child or yourself afflicted with this disease back then? When one of you walked on the streets, you would have to proclaim loudly, “Unclean!  Unclean!!”  This would warn the non-infected person, including family and friends, to steer a wide course from you.  It was against the law to touch a Leper.  Therefore, you or your family could not kiss or hug or embrace an infected family member.  As much as you would have wanted to comfort your infected daughter or son or wife, as they dealt with the slow rot of their flesh, you could not.  As a “RIGHTEOUS JEW” your obedience to the law would require you to harden your heart against your dear loved ones.  Can you imagine what it would be like for them?  Can you imagine the humiliation, the loneliness and the desperation they would feel?  It doesn’t take someone with a PhD in the emotional needs of humans to realize that there were things going on beneath the surface in this man.  Even with his apparent need met, the emotional bondage that had plagued this man would likely continue after being healed of his leprosy.  So, how did Jesus meet the man’s hidden need?

Did I mention that it was against the law to touch a Leper?   But, Jesus broke this heartless law and touched the man anyway.  Did Jesus have to touch the man in order to heal him?   Apparently not, for He had performed many miracles with just His spoken word before and after this occasion.  So, why do you think Jesus touched this man when He really didn’t have to?   Did I mention that Jesus was “filled with compassion?”  His compassion led Him to touch the man, because the man had a hidden need to simply be touched by another person.  I wonder how long it had been since another healthy human had touched this man?   Can we not see Jesus meeting this man’s hidden need, along with healing him of his apparent need?  Can we not see Jesus’ healing going deeper and touching the man’s emotional needs?  With this encounter, can we not better see into the heart of our Shepherd and see His compassion that looks deeply into our hidden needs?  We must understand that the human drama of that event is relevant for us today.  Our Shepherd’s heart is very relevant for us today, especially as we take to him our needs, both apparent and hidden.

He tends his flock like a shepherd:  He gathers the lambs in His arms and carries them close to His heart; He gently leads those that have young.  Isaiah 40:11

I have been involved with ministering to many hurting and frightened men lately.  I realize that the best I can offer them is the encouragement that Christ can and will meet their needs.  I also realize that at my age of 63 years old and with a multitude of experiences in seeing God meet my/our own needs, I have the credibility and the experience to coach men through their challenging times.  I know my Shepherd’s heart because of my experiences with Him.  I know that He is involved when we are hurting, and He has a plan for us that is meeting the need with which He is most concerned.  This is the hidden need that keeps us from becoming the man He wants to make of us.  However, getting to know my Shepherd like this did not come easily.  There were many persevering trials that forced me to let go of my illusion of being in control in order to grasp the outstretched hand of my Shepherd.  The process was arduous and breaking.  There were times that I didn’t think I could come up for air because of the load that so crushed me.  But, right before I was crushed, I was embraced into the arms of Him who carries His lambs close to His heart.  He resuscitated me with His own breath and in doing so, He gave me a new life, a life that I had wanted but could not make for myself.  Through the difficult process of enduring  some persevering trials that many of us face, God recreated this man.  It could not have happened if He limited Himself to dealing only with my apparent need.  He had to deal with my hidden need, which was keeping me from becoming that man.  This is a common process that, more often than not, we all must go through in order to grow into the character of Christ.

Brothers, many of you are hurting and frightened right now, and you don’t know where to go with it.  We men don’t share our hurts easily and as a result, we drive those fears deep underground and hope that they will go away.  However, they do not go away by ignoring them, and our Shepherd loves us much too much to allow a hidden need to linger in us.  If not met, these hidden needs will become a spiritual cancer that will stunt our growth and will debilitate the influence God wants us to have in our world.  It is through the outward trials, such as what you may be going through right now, that God is at work deep within your being to make of you the man He wants you to become and the one you want to be.  Like the Leper, call out to Him.  Tell Him where it hurts.  But, trust Him.  Trust Him more deeply than ever, for He is at work in places that you cannot see.  You will eventually see His work in bringing those hidden needs to the surface of your life.  One day you will understand what took place in those areas that were not obvious to you.  However, you must not fear the process, for it is He Who loves you beyond anything you can understand that is at work.  He has a plan for your life that uses this momentary challenge to accomplish it.  What will come from it will be a changed man who can stand strong against anything.  This is the man that you will one day be.  Therefore, stay the course, stand strong and remember that Jesus is with you.

In His faithful grip,
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