Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

"So I (Jesus) say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened.”  Luke 11:9-10

This is a clear invitation by our Savior to come to Him and ask for His help.  Can it be more clearly stated by Him?  One could argue a point that God doesn’t hear our prayers, nor does He respond to them.  But, no one can argue the point that Jesus Himself invites us to ask for His help.  Therefore, the question is, “Do we believe Jesus?”  Do we believe that He was absolutely clear on this invitation given to us, or do we want to look for a reason for our unanswered prayers based on some argument that this is not what Jesus meant?   I tell you this.  I am not an attorney, but I believe any student of legal matters would tell you that your argument against Jesus’ invitation would not hold up in a court of law nor would you get any help from a deeper theological study of this scripture.  No, He stated quite clearly that we should ask, seek and knock and it will be given, and we will find the door of the kingdom of Heaven will be opened to us.

Now, for some of us this is music to our ears, for there are a lot of people that are upside down financially lately.  Many people have lost their jobs and are without income.  There is a financial threat that looms over this country and the world.  To be able to ask of God for His help, to be able to seek God’s intervention, to be able to knock on God’s door and it be opened to us … why, I just can’t think of better news, can you?  By the way, you will not hear this good news on CNN or the other network news, for they sow despair, not hope.  When I read this scripture and accept this invitation from my King to ask, seek and knock, I am given hope and I realize that this is what the world needs right now.  We need a hope that will not disappoint us as all the others do.

For those who are not willing to believe or accept Jesus’ invitation, they can argue all they want, but what it comes down to is lack of faith.  I’m not saying they don’t have enough faith, as some would declare as the reason for unanswered prayer.  Jesus made it clear that even a little faith will remove mountains.  I’m talking about the fact that there is no faith in Jesus’ promise.  I will even go as far to say that in essence, Jesus is being called a liar when we doubt His promise to us.  There is no in-between position.  We declare either “Yes I believe Him or No I do not!”   But, we cannot settle comfortably in a position that is in-between the two.

Good news for the doubters and those of little faith.  I believe that Jesus’ invitation was directed more for you than any others, for I believe God wants to grow your faith in Him.  I believe He wants to bless you by having you come to understand that He hears your prayers and wants to show you that He is faithful to His promises.  Does this sound like a “prosperity” gospel to you?  No… and don’t even go there with what I am saying.  This is about Salt and Light.  What do I mean?  I believe that we live in a dismal, desperate world that is growing hopeless.  It is dark and it is getting darker.  Jesus told His followers that we are to be “light and salt” to the world.  Light pushes away darkness and salt is a seasoning that makes life appetizing.  His illustration was about our witness and what people see in us.  When people see those of us who have accepted and stood on this promise from Jesus, and that we have knocked on the door and it has been opened for us, they see truth walking around in the flesh and His promise becomes real to them.  They see hope that can turn their life right side up.  They see the promise is true.

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. Romans 11:36

Let me ask an understanding question of you.  Have you ever considered that God allows a need to come into our life so that we will ask for His help, so that He can give to us what He wanted to give all along?  I am reminded of the man who wanted to give his young son a bicycle for Christmas, but he wanted his son to ask for it.  His son was so wrapped up with his computer games, he never got much exercise or time with other kids.  Therefore, the father started giving hints to create the need.  He started first by asking his son what he wanted for Christmas.  The son replied that he wanted a new computer game.  The father, who took the son to school every day, pointed out that the boy next door rode his bike to school each day and he said, “Wouldn’t be great to have a bike and ride with him?”  He then asked his son what he wanted for Christmas.  Again the boy asked for a new computer game.  The father gave it one final try as he had to create a greater need.  He came to his son one day and told his son that he would be leaving earlier for work and as a result, instead of being dropped off to school by the father, the boy would have to walk to school.  His son walked to school every day for several days, while watching the neighbor boy pedal happily to school.  The father came back one last time before Christmas and asked his son what he wanted for Christmas.  The son replied, “Dad, I thought I wanted a new computer game.  I now realize that I need a bike.”

The father had created the need for the son so that he would ask the father for something that the father wanted to give him all along.

I have seen it to be true that there is a cycle of need that comes into our life that leads us to ask, seek and knock on God’s kingdom doors.  This cycle of need and seeking leads to answered prayer, which then leads to thanksgiving and praise, which leads to increased faith and leads back to God’s glory.  I believe with all my heart that God wants to build up our faith in Him and this is one of His ways He does it.  Therefore men, when needs come to you, don’t panic.  Instead, ask, seek, knock and watch what your heavenly Daddy does for you.  It might be just what you want, maybe not?  But, it will be just what you need.  Trust Him.  Jesus keeps His promises.
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