Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”   2 Corinthians 9:8 NIV

Ever had a scripture jump out at you in such a way that everything around you begins to fade as your eyes tightly focus on the words? Maybe I’m describing “tunnel vision,” for everything around me faded to a blur, including the other words on the page when I read a scripture a few days ago.  I looked at the above passage and knew that God was speaking a message to me that I needed to hear and one that needed to be shared.  It not only made my day, but it brought a new joy that will propel me forward from this day on.  Before sharing more, I need to say that there are some passages that are so clear and simple that they do not need to be explained.  They simply need to be fully absorbed and trusted.  This is one of them.  However, a good dose of application of those truths to life is what ministry is about.  With this said, I want to simply emphasize the promises God gives us in this passage and connect these truths with some relevant needs that you and I have.  My perspective doesn’t say it all, but will hopefully encourage you to make your own applications.  

“And God is able”:  For any of you who have been through a Journey Group you are already familiar with these words.  It is one of the four characteristics that we discuss and nail down concerning God’s unfathomable ability to accomplish anything.  What a comfort it is to have Almighty God on our side, for He is certainly able to accomplish anything He desires on our behalf.  Believe it!

“to make”:  The truth is we don’t often consider that God can manufacture a hidden solution to meet our needs, simply because we can’t conceive of it happening or see where it would come from.  In Exodus we read that the million or so Israelites were provided water from a rock in the desert.  They were looking for a spring or watering hole for water, not a barren boulder.  Therefore, their lack of understanding of God’s ability didn’t allow them to see a solution.   But our King is not limited, for God is able to make…  Believe it!

“all grace abound to you”:  This blows me away!  Just when I was starting to get a limited grasp of the unlimited aspects of grace, God revealed something else.  There is even more!  Can you imagine what it means to have all of God’s grace abounding to you?  The words I think of are: Saturation - Overflowing - Cascading - Abundant - Plentiful - Profuse - Prosperous.  Can you think of others?

“so that”:  There is a reason that all grace abounds to you and me.  It is to provide for us the resources to carry out God’s will for our life and to accomplish His purpose through us.  Never doubt that He will provide these resources, for He has a purpose in doing so.  The question is, “Is your life about God’s purposes or your own?”

“in all things”:  That’s pretty inclusive would you agree?  All things?  Maybe all things are provided only on a few occasions and with a time limit?  Let’s read further:

“at all times”:  Well that answers the time limit question.  “At all times” means that there will never be a time that God’s grace will not abound to us.  But surely there is some kind of limit on this abounding grace?  Maybe God wants us to stay needy so we will be dependent on Him, and He doesn’t give us all we need?  Let’s read further:

“having all that you need”:  Again, He answers the “all that we need” question.  So why are there so many needy Christians?  It is because we looking at it wrongly.  A godly man in Guatemala’s infamous Garbage City was once asked, “How do you people do it?  I don’t understand what I am seeing here?  I just can’t figure it out.  You people are so needy, in fact the most needy people I’ve ever seen.  But you have this joy like I have never seen before.  How do you do it?  The old man looked the American in the eyes and responded to his question, “You do not understand.  We are not needy.  We are only dependent.  We are dependent on our faithful God.  He always provides all we need and we have joy because of it.”  Dependent or needy?  There is a difference.  It is called “blessed.”

“you will abound”:  There is a direct connection with God’s abounding grace to us with our abounding expression of it to others.  I have discovered that if our life serves as a conduit from God to others, as we allow Him to bless them through our life, the Source never runs out or stagnates.  There is never a time that I am without God’s marvelous, abounding resources both physically, spiritually, financially or emotionally, when I allow Him to make me a conduit of blessings to others. He will abound us with all we can handle!
“in every good work”:  Now we’ve come down to the reason for all the promises that we have just read.  So far we have seen that God is not limited, nor will He be limited by time, space, resources or means to provide for us a way to accomplish His purpose for our life.  If this is true and I think it is, then I would say that we need to understand our purpose?  Rather than writing a book on it, and I am sure that it would be a great book that someone should write (Maybe Rick Warren should consider it?)  I would ask a simple question:  Are you embracing your “sacred responsibilities?”   Could it be that your sacred responsibilities are, in fact, the “every good work” for which God is promising to provide you the abounding resources spoken of here?  Let’s get a definition so we can consider it:

Sacred Responsibility—defined and personalized—“With respect for my King and His purpose for my life, I accept my position, state of life and circumstances as an opportunity to fulfill His sovereign plans, and in doing so, I am provided an opportunity to worship Him.”
What does our Sacred Responsibility to God include?  Let’s start with the basics.  How about providing for our families?  Is that a good work?  You bet it is!  How about having the capacity to love our wives as Christ loves the Church?  That can be so hard.  Will God provide us that capacity?  Yes He will.  How about the job I’m in or I am concerned about losing?  Will God help me in that?  Absolutely!  How about my children?  Will I be able to undo some terrible mistakes that I have made with them?  You might not be able to do so but God is able.  How about dealing with some unreasonable people in my life?  Will God help me there?  Yes He will.  How about hurts and hang-ups that I have in my past?  Will He help me overcome those?  Yes indeed.  How about the difficult times that I am dealing with?  I see no hope.  Are you telling me that I still have hope, and that God will help me have the capacity to face these times?  That is correct.  Are there any limits on this blessing being offered to me?  What does His word say?

“in all things - at all times - having all that you need - you will abound - in every good work”
Men, I receive feedback from many of you from time to time on these devotionals and I appreciate it greatly.  To hear that someone is being encouraged blesses my heart and gives me great joy.  Last week my devotional spoke on “Seeing with the eyes of our heart,” which is, in fact, faith.  Afterwards I received an encouraging word from a godly man that I admire greatly.  In fact, he is one of two “older men” in my life that I seek wisdom and insight, because of their years of walking with Jesus.  I love and respect them greatly.  Here are some words that Don sent to me:

“This is not a time to shadow box or to see men like trees walking.  These days we are in are a call to see what we cannot see, to hear what we cannot hear and to go where we cannot go.  Our bodily senses all have a counterpart in the Spirit which give hope for the hopeless days.”  Don Leetch

This is a man who is several years past 80 years old and is still embracing his sacred responsibility and doing it with a passion.  This is also a man who will tell you that God has been true to him and his family in all things, at all times, having all that he needs, to abound in every good work all of his life.  Let it be said of you and me, as it is with Don, that we put our faith in what we could not see, in that which we could not hear and we went where we could not go.  Let it be said of us that we received all things at all times for every good work we were called for, and that our God abounded us with His grace and made impossibilities possible.  Let it be said that in everything we did, we did it to our King’s great glory.  When we do this, my Brothers, we are indeed embracing our Sacred Responsibility.
Under His abounding grace,
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