Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will live."  The man took Jesus at his word and departed.  John 4:50 NIV

Allow me to present a scenario.  Consider yourself an observer as you watch a father and son’s interaction.  The son comes to the father and asks for his help with something that is very important.  The young man is facing a great financial burden that is impossible for him to carry.  A deadline is a week away and he has no other option except to go to his father with a request for help.  The father grants his request and tells his son that the day his bill comes due he will provide the necessary payment.  The young man is both relieved and given joy by this good news.  As he leaves, he is thankful to have such a great dad.  Later in the day, he begins to worry about the deadline and the trouble he will be in if the payment isn’t made.  He calls his dad and asks for his help again, only to be told again that help would be given and it will be there at the deadline.  The son is again assured.  The next day the son wakes with a deep fear that the father will not make the payment, and he will be in great trouble if he doesn’t.  He calls his father immediately and asks again if he will help.  By this time the father is starting to suspect something of his son.  What do you think it is?  Could it be that the son doesn’t trust the father?  Could it be that the father is untrustworthy or irresponsible?  Could it be that the son, deep down, doesn’t know the father and doesn’t know what he might do?  If any of these questions led to the truth of what were truly going on with the son and the father, what would be the needed reaction?  Consider the following options:

· From the father’s point of view, if he has proven to be untrustworthy in the past, then he is being shown a consequence of his actions.  The trust problem lies with the father, not the son, and the father needs to prove himself to the son and even ask his forgiveness for his failures of the past.

· From the son’s point of view, if his father has always been trustworthy and deserves to be trusted, then the problem lies with the son, not the father, and the father is rightfully offended.  The son needs to recognize his unjustified lack of trust and seek forgiveness from the father.

· If neither the father nor the son has trusted or been tested by the other, then this is an opportunity to prove to each other the depth of their trust and love for one another.  The test that is being given to the son is a great opportunity for the father to nurture his son into a mature love and trust of him.  Experience with each other is a great place to establish the relationship.

In the scripture referenced above we see a key response given by a father who was seeking help from Jesus.  “The man took Jesus at his word and departed.”  When Jesus granted to the man his request, he simply believed, accepted and trusted Jesus.  As a result, he departed with full assurance.  He did not continue to plead for help.  He did not return and ask again and again for the same thing.  He simply took Jesus at His word.  When he returned home, he found his son healed.  The man’s faith in Jesus was justified, and the man likely became a follower of our Savior from that point, or maybe not?  

As I personally process these thoughts I have just presented to you, I ask myself, “Do I sometimes continue pleading for something from God rather than simply taking Him at His word and departing?  Rather than entrusting something to God and letting it go to Him, which is another description of  “departing,” do I continue to hold on and worry about it, as if God will not help me?  What does that say to me about my trust in my Father in heaven?  What does that say to Him?  What becomes my immediate need, as this is revealed?  Is it not that my first and foremost need is to grow in my trust of the Father?  I know this from my personal experience with the King.  If a problem in my life is bigger to me than God, then I have a spiritual problem that must be dealt with, and He will deal with me until I come to trust Him.  He loves me far too much to allow me to linger in doubt and fear.  My trust in Him is far greater than any trial I face in this life and that trial will likely remain with me until I take Him at His word and depart from my fear of the trial.

In the scene described in the scripture referenced, we see the man depart from Jesus and be greeted with a healed son when he returns home.  Most would say that they would be strengthened in faith by having such a dynamic, immediate intervention.  But, is this really true?  Did not thousands of followers of Christ witness many miracles by Him and still desert Him at His crucifixion?  Is it possible to see God come to our immediate rescue and still have no life change through the experience?

Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill.  John 6:26 NIV

The truth is I believe God deals with us differently at different times and in different ways.  I do believe that he wants to be just as responsive to us as he was for the father who asked for His help and received it immediately.  But, many times we are not ready for such a quick answer.  Many times He could “bail us out” of a situation only to see us return to it and in doing so, perceive Him as an enabler for our selfish ambitions or behavior.  God loves us far too much for that to happen.  For this reason He said to “Doubting Thomas,” but more for you and me the following words:

Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, Thomas, do you now believe (trust, have faith)? Blessed and happy and to be envied are those who have never seen Me and yet have believed and adhered to and trusted and relied on Me.”   John 20:29 Amplified Bible

“Blessed and happy and to be envied” are the words used in The Amplified Bible to describe those of us who must believe and then see, rather than see, then believe.  Also implied here is the greater blessing that comes though a deferred gratification, when waiting on God to work on our behalf.  Why is this?  I think it is because it is through the waiting process that true life change establishes itself in our life.  When we don’t immediately see God’s rescue, but believe and “see” with our heart that it will occur, we please Him and grow in Christlikeness.  When we emerge from the experience of waiting on God and trusting Him to answer our prayer, when His help does come, we are forever changed.  This is the true blessing that comes through waiting for God to act.

Back to the scenario:  Those of us who have trusted Christ as our Savior are then given the privileges afforded a child of God.  One of those is the privilege to approach the throne of God and to ask His help, for anything, anytime and to ask Him to bless us.   Will you approach Him with a trust that He deserves, ask His help and depart because you have entrusted your need to Him?  Will you trust Him to help you in some way and at some time, or will you linger and continue to plead, because deep down you don’t think He will help you and you don’t really trust Him?  If I were advising you on anything, it would be to consider that our King is totally trustworthy and deserves to be trusted.  Before you go to Him, asking for His help, nail down what you really believe about Him, His heart and His love for you.  Before you approach His throne, these things need to be established in your heart, for you may very well linger in your trial until you come to see the bigger need that you have, which is to trust Him.  Ask, take Him at His word and depart, for His intervention will be waiting for you when you return home.  In some way and at some time, you will see it.  But, you must trust Him.  You must trust Him.

Taking Him at His word,
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