Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

 "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them.  Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go.  Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.  Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." Joshua 1: 6-9
Can you see it?  Can you read certain words spoken from God to Joshua that jump out to you like a flashing beacon light to your own life?  Do you think Joshua heard the theme of this passage loud and clear when they were first spoken to him?  Are those words jumping out to you right now because you need to hear God clearly about some things you are going through right now?  They jumped out to me this morning when I read them.  It was almost as if God sat me down, took my face in His hands so that I would not be distracted, looked me square in the eyes and said the same words to me that he did to Joshua several thousands of years ago:  “Be strong.  Be courageous.  Be very courageous.  Do not be discouraged, for I am with you.”  These words spoken by God to me encouraged me and when God “en-courages” He instills courage, for that is what true, God-like encouragement does for us.
I mentioned in my last devotional that I see a lot of men being discouraged lately.  I have had a lot of discouragement being sent my way, as well.  So it is appropriate that we explore this subject until God stops speaking to me about it.  You see, I have come to conclude that we must fight with all our might to turn a deaf ear to discouragement, for it is the enemy’s propaganda machine against a Man of God.  Now understand that I am normally an upbeat, positive guy, and I don’t get discouraged easily.  I tend toward looking at setbacks as challenges which must be faced down.  So my normal life doesn’t run from challenges.  To top it off, at this time of life, I couldn’t be happier with my family and my life’s purpose, as I have seen God do so much more than I could even had hoped for.  People ask me if I feel like I’m living the dream, seeing how God has taken this ministry way beyond any of our expectations?  I have every reason to just wake up and shout with joy and hope and expectation of God’s blessings. But, there is something else at work around me that is trying to wedge in an ugly message in my mind and separate me from this joy.  This evil messenger lurks unseen in the shadows around many people like myself, and it is sending out messages of discouragement to all who will hear and believe him.  This message has an evil stench about it, and its intention is to take away the joy that a heart connection with our King provides.  This malevolent agent works through many conduits, and his evil sputum can surface from friends as well enemies.  He may even speak through those who we best trust.  So be on your lookout and don’t be surprised by his message, for where a great work of God is occurring, there is also a stealthy intention to divert, to dilute, to diffuse and to destroy this work.  This agent often comes out of nowhere, when we least expect it.  Therefore, we must be firmly fixed in our thoughts before the message comes.  We mush know Who we serve, to Whom we belong, and that we don’t have to take it.  We must be ready with a quick response.  If not, we will allow a deceitful voice to get into us and dump a truckload of discouragement on us.  Men, in our battle against the enemy we must stand firm against this voice of discouragement and have a battle plan to do so.  The Apostle Paul gave us one, so let’s review it:

“For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 2 Corinthians 10: 3-5

Men, let’s hang out on the following thought: “we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”  I believe that Paul was saying that with spiritual warfare, our first battle effort must be in the processing of a discouraging thought, before we agree to it.  Yes, we must agree to it before it is embraced.  Now, if we embrace a thought from the enemy by agreeing to it, then our enemy will have access to our mind.  When we agree to a lie from the enemy, it then becomes a toehold for him, and it will be followed by a bombardment of more discouraging thoughts.  Therefore, just like warriors on their battlefields had to become experienced in hand-to-hand fighting in order to be a seasoned warrior, we must become experienced in thought-to-thought fighting to become victorious in the battle for our mind.  We do this by using a process that determines if a thought is coming to us from the enemy of our soul or the best Friend of our soul.  It is at that point that we “take captive every thought” and stand firm against the enemy. 

Now, this enemy of ours is deceptive.  In fact, he is the prince of deception, and he attacks when we least expect it.  We can be living in a joyful state, minding our own business, just blessed to be abiding with Christ.  We can even be as Jesus was, right in the middle of God’s purpose and path for His life.  But then out of nowhere, we are blind-sided by a thought that can divert us from the plan God has for us and to lead us to discouragement.  I said the enemy’s voice could even be spoken through our friends.  As a good example, it happened to Jesus as the enemy tried to divert Jesus away from His mission by using a well-intentioned Peter.  Look at the account:

“From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!"  Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men." Matthew 16:21-23
“You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”  Right then, even at the price of humiliating and rebuking Peter, Jesus had to take captive every thought coming to Him, and in doing so, He sniffed out the evil stench of Satan’s temptation coming through Peter.  Jesus rebuked the source, which was Satan rather than the conduit, which was Peter.  I think it is a lesson for us that Jesus addressed Satan rather than Peter with His rebuke, for when a friend or family member (who should know better) discourages us, then it would be easy to grow angry with the person rather than the source.  It would be so easy to allow a friend who was used to bring discouragement to us become an object for our anger, which could lead us into another sinister ploy by the enemy.  Like I said, we must have a plan to keep from going to either of these places, and it starts with the capture of that thought for processing.  So how do we process a captured thought?  We make it obey Christ.

Men, we must first capture in our own minds what it means to be a Man of God and let that thought be the holy, blood stained ground we stand on, as we face the enemy.  We must remember that it is only an optional choice of ours to embrace a discouraging word from the enemy or any other temptation he flings against us, for that matter.  Remind him of this and choose option one, which is to turn it away.  We must remember that God has already claimed victory for us, and we must walk in that victory.  When we have any suspicious thought that comes at us, as a Man of God, we need to ask our self, “What is this thought doing in me right now?  Does it give me joy or fear? Does it give me peace or make me angry?  Does it encourage me or does it discourage me? Does this sound like Jesus or does it sound like Satan?”  It is at this point of capturing the thought and determining its origin, that we say to our enemy, “No further!!  I will have none of this!” If we do this, Satan will flee like the conquered foe that he is.  Oh yes, Satan is a conquered foe.  Jesus has already done that for us.  That is what S.D. Gordon was speaking of in the following quote.

"When you are in the thick of the fight, when you are the object of attack, plead less and claim more, of the ground of the blood of the Lord Jesus.  I do not mean, ask God to give you victory, but claim His victory to overshadow you." S.D. Gordon

One last point:  If you will read Joshua, Chapter Two, you will see an intriguing drama about spies being hidden by a woman named Rahab.  Why did she do this when it would certainly have meant death to her if discovered.  Look what she said:

"I know that the LORD has given this land to you and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you.  Joshua 2:9

Now this is a key point for battling against discouragement, for you see, Satan teases our logic with misinformation and seemingly impossible odds.  If we accept his deception, then, he has us where he wants us.  But, what if we chose to believe God’s promises instead?  What if we just washed over the discouraging thoughts Satan gives to us with a promise from God?  God’s promise will trump the lie.  What if we will trust what we believe about God and His promises instead of trusting deception from one who is known as the father of lies?   In the above verse, we see Rahab tell the Israelite spies that God was at work invisibly before the Israelites even crossed over the Jordan River.   The people were racked with fear.  The fight had already left the Jericho-ites before the battle began.  It would simply require claiming the victory and mopping up by the Israelites.  Likewise, you and I cannot see the work God is doing right this moment to offset the discouraging news the enemy entices us with.  But God is at work preparing our victory ahead of us.  Do you believe this?  It is our choice to make.  So, will you and I believe a lie from Satan or a promise from God?  This is how we capture a thought and make it obedient to Christ.  Now men, let’s you and I stake out Holy Ground with our mind and thoughts and say to the enemy of our soul, “Go ahead.  Give it your best shot.  But the answer is still NO!”

On to victory, Men of God,
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