Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

“ All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, He was equipped for every good work.”  2 Timothy 3: 16 – 17 NEV

The 67-year-old pastor is much younger looking than his years.  He was reflecting over his past 40 years as a minister, as we sat, drinking coffee, getting to know each other.  I was, at first, saddened for the man when I heard him say, “I feel like I’ve wasted my ministry for the last 30 years. …… But, … (and this was a big but) ….. I now feel that my best years are ahead for me.”  

This man went on to tell me that he had been a pastor for over 40 years and had ministered in his present church for the last 30 years.  He shared that during his 40 years, he was taught to pastor.  He was taught to faithfully prepare his sermons for Sunday mornings and Sunday nights and speak with fervor and conviction.  He was also taught that he should lead a mid-week prayer meeting for his church, in order to gather those of his congregation who would come to pray.  He taught from the pulpit the importance of prayer, and he prayed with his people.  He prayed with his people when he married and buried them and all points in between.  He visited them in hospitals and comforted them when they were grieving.  Yes, he did everything he was taught to do, but he felt that he had failed in his ministry.  I asked him why he felt this way, and he told me that it was because he had neglected showing his congregation how to go to God’s word and find answers for themselves.  As a result, he felt that they were still spiritually immature.  He said that he has spoon-fed them from the pulpit for 30 years, and he now understands that, this alone, has not been enough for them to mature spiritually.  It was evident by the many members who seemed to be going through the motions of playing church, rather than being involved with the purpose of the church.  

Before I got to know him, the pastor had already begun to pray for revival for the people of his church, and he was earnestly seeking God’s wisdom as to how to bring this “God-inspired change” into the church.  It has to be painful when a man, who has faithfully served as a pastor for 40 years, comes to see what has been missing in his ministry all along.  But, there is now hope in this man that revival will come one day to his church, as he and the Lord build the foundation in preparation for it, and we know that hope in the Lord will not be a disappointment.

This pastor has been in a Journey Group with men outside his church, and he has now come to “see” the difference in men who abide with Christ and those who simply go through the motions with “church” and their Christianity.  This has helped him understand that true revival in his church must be born from within the hearts of the men of his church first, as they come to abide with Christ.  This dynamic influence by Christ in a man’s life, in turn, creates an influence through him to others, and specifically, to the rest of the congregation.  This pastor is rediscovering a spiritual dynamic that has somehow been forgotten by many pastors and many churches.  When it is rediscovered and redeployed, a church will eventually become healthy again and back to the purpose that God inspired.  This is why he has new hope for his church.

Why would leading the men of his church to intimacy with Christ create a healthy change?  Think of it:  If a pastor and his elders abide in Christ, would not the fruit of their relationship with Him become evident by the way they lead and serve the congregation?  Would not these men become sanctioned by God to influence the congregation to their King in an inspired and empowered manner?  Would they not be given the wisdom needed to lead and inspire devotion to Christ?  Absolutely!  There will be a change from doing church to being church, for this is the God-inspired purpose for the church.  Does God want revival in a church that has forgotten its perspective and purpose?  Absolutely!  He does want a church to be restored and revived, for this renewal will bring His people to the state of mind and purpose He wants us to live with constantly.  But, the kind of revival God delights in is not a revival of enthusiasm about the church; rather, it will be a heart-awakening desire for Christ Himself.  With all my heart, I believe that when a pastor and his leadership team, whether they be elders or deacons, make it a priority of seeking Christ in an abiding relationship with Him, first in their own lives individually and then collectively, God will be so delighted in them that He would be pleased to bring a sustaining revival to this church.  So, let’s watch what happens with this pastor and his church.  I believe we will see a great awakening unfold in the days ahead for this church, as this pastor leads his congregation to abide with Christ.  

When listening to this brave pastor who was willing to speak so frankly and humbly about his mistake as a minister, my heart went out to him and I had an immediate fondness for him.  He went on to tell me that he now has a heart for pastors, and he wants to spend the rest of his life helping younger pastors avoid the mistakes he made.  Yes, he thinks the best years are ahead for him, by helping other pastors understand the essential importance of leading their congregation to an intimate relationship with Christ.  The battle-scarred pastor wants to tell other pastors that they cannot do this only from the pulpit, as he tried to do.  It requires that they show their congregations how to self-feed and join them in it.  The pastor must especially devote himself to the men of his church, and lead them to a close relationship with Christ.     

My pastor friend is now leading his elders through The Journey.  As a ministry to men and to God’s family, we want to help this pastor any way we can with his efforts toward the men of his church.   It will be a big task for him and his leadership team to turn a church around that has been set in its ways for so long.  But, I believe that the path this pastor is on will lead to revival in his church and when it does, we want his story to be shared across the nation with other pastors.  They need to know that there is hope for them and their churches, as well.  Why so?  The truth is:  I think most pastors in the typical church are frustrated by their ministry like my friend, and they want real Christianity to be at work in their own lives and in the life of their congregation.  They need to know there is hope and that there is a truly God-inspired and Holy Spirit-directed way to bring about healthy change in their church.

May I speak directly to pastors who are reading this devotional?  One of the first things I want to say to pastors is how essential it is for you to prioritize the importance of getting your men to this abiding relationship with Christ that we speak of so often.  Why so?  The truth is, most men hate going to church.  But please don’t take it personally when I say this.  Surveys by many credible sources tell us that churches across America are closing their doors and the first to go are the men of the church.  These men have their excuses that they use for leaving, as many feel bored with the form of worship and preaching that has evolved over the last years.  To offset this, there have been many attempts by churches to “liven” up the form and make it more appealing to younger crowds, to seekers and even to men.  To do this, preachers have evolved into motivational speakers, jokesters and storytellers, in an attempt to keep a man’s attention.  Good theology has become neglected and messages have been diluted in order to make them socially-relevant and inspiring, in order to keep the attention of the people.  Even so, after awhile, the men grow bored again and will use any reason they can to stay away from church.  So pastors, please hear me clearly on this.  The problem is not in your church’s form.  Just changing your form of worship will not change a heart.  It is because you have neglected your function as a church, which is to get your people close to Christ.  If it is your desire that your men desire to be in your worship services, you must change their hearts.  To do this, you must take your men back to the heart and purpose of your church, which is get a man close to Jesus, not you, not your programs, not even your church, …. but to Jesus.  When this happens, your men will not need a particular form of worship to keep them from boredom.  Because they are connected with Christ, any form will do as long as you speak truth into their lives from God’s word.  A man who abides with Christ will be ready to receive from you the real meat that you want him partake of.  Did I indicate that you would be able to feed him?  I sure did, for this man will have a new, healthy appetite.  His self-feeding on God’s word in the privacy of his own private devotionals will make him hungry for more.  He will require more, for he will be growing spiritually as never before.  This will challenge you to dig in and prepare a feast with your messages, for your people will be ready for it.  I have an idea that this is what you have hoped for all of your ministry life.  Am I right?

For men who are not pastors and who are on a spiritual journey that has revealed the truths I speak of, let me encourage you to not leave your church except under a last resort.  On some occasions, you must leave in order for you to become or stay healthy.  But first, stay with your church and help your pastor reach his men.  He needs men in his life that will give him the courage to follow his heart and his calling and to do that which he knows in his heart is the right way to lead his church.  I have never known a pastor who started out with a desire to institutionalize his church.  Most pastors have found themselves victimized by a system that has led to a mechanical organization, rather than the organism that it is designed by God to be.  Most pastors are troubled that they have found themselves in such a place, for they started their career because of a deep love for Christ, His word and a calling from Him.  Most pastors want to return to their First Love, which is to serve Christ from their own intimacy with Him.  Therefore, stay with your pastor and help him do just that, for this is pleasing to your King and it will be a blessing to you, as well as the pastor and the rest of your church.  Men, we are called to lead by serving, that is why it is called “Servant Leadership.”  Let your leadership always lead others to close proximity with Christ, and never forget your own need to be there.

Bound together by Calvary’s tie,

[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.png]INFLUENGERS




Guiding men into an

intimate relationship with

Jesus Christ

www.influencers.org

