Watch With ME
Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

Jesus’ prayer for you and me:  "My prayer is not for them (disciples) alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. "Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them."  John 17: 20 – 26 NIV
I was at a stoplight and noticed the sign held up by the man.  Like most people nowadays, I looked around to see what was being protested.  Didn’t see anything.  Across the street I saw another man holding up an identical sign.  “Perhaps that is where the protest is occurring?” I thought.  Didn’t see anything there either.  Went back looking at the men who held up the sign for a clue.  They looked like normal guys.  Didn’t see a tin cup or anything that invited a contribution.  Didn’t see anything on the back of the sign telling me where a meeting was taking place.  Couldn’t see anything suspicious, so I looked again at the sign.  I stayed fixed on the message I read as long as the light remained red.  I drove away and continued remembering the image and message, as it silently spoke to my heart.  It was a good message.  In fact, it was a message that I needed to hear at that very hour.  It was a simple message.  It was a message that I had heard most of my life.  I even sang the message in Bible School.  Why was it so profound now?  Perhaps it was because I was afraid or distressed about something?  Maybe it was because like most of my Christian friends I feel like I’ve been running up a very long and steep hill for a long time?  Maybe it was because it wasn’t my “hill” I was concerned about, but rather the “hill” some of my friends and family are having to climb?  As a pastor to men, there is a lot of joy gleaned from guys when we are involved in their life, but an equal amount of burden as well, when we enter their world and help them carry their load.  Sometimes the load gets shifted to our side and maybe this was happening to me?

That message on the placard not only spoke directly to my needs, but it also spoke to me about my family and friends that I am so concerned for right now.  I thought, “If they could only get this message it would help them?  Have they forgotten it?”  But as soon as I had this thought, another came, “Have you forgotten this message yourself?  Have you been so busy with life and its demands that you have forgotten the most empowering, the most needed, and the most profound message ever given to you?  Is this message so encouraging to you right now because you have taken it for granted, and it has taken being embattled by the circumstances that this world dishes out to make it come alive to you again?”  I processed the message on the sign for the rest of the day and for several weeks since.  It has rebuilt a shaky foundation that had fallen into being self-sufficient and performance-driven.  The weak links that had snuck in have now been replaced with the strongest link that connects me with the Creator of the universe and His all sufficiency.  What did this profound message on the sign say?

 

Jesus Loves You
Now some of you could be saying, “That’s a big build-up for a simple message that I’ve heard for a long time?  What’s the big deal?”  Well, for some of us who have forgotten it, it means a lot.  It is a “big deal.”  If those words don’t reach into a place within you that needs to hear it, then I will say to you either: “Way to go!  You’re walking with Christ and He has you so secure in His love that no doubt can invade your peace,” or I will say, “You are in danger with your heart, and it has grown cold.  Go back to your first Love.” 

When I write, I like to write words that speak to a man’s heart.  I like it when I hear, “That one got to me.”  I like it because I know that I wrote words that God inspired for that man to hear. It came to that man from His King, and I simply took dictation.  For the other readers?  Well, to just write and be read doesn’t do it for me, and there are others things I would rather be doing.  But, just like the placard that reminded me of Christ’s love for me, I want to trust and believe that God has spoken to a particular man’s heart.  I want to know that he heard His Savior walk Him through a difficult situation, which lifted his load and helped him get up that “hill”.  But making peace with reality, just like the men who faithfully held up a message on a sign and will never know how profoundly it hit me, I must also trust that there are some of you who are hurting and need what I am about to lead you through.  I want you to hear something in this devotional that God wants to say to you.  However, you’ve got to block out all the competing messages and noises that distract you from hearing His message.  You’ve got to tune in and listen deeply with your heart.  Elijah had to do it.  Look what it says:

After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.  After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.  When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 1 Kings 19: 11-13 

“Then a voice said to him.”  I am praying for you as I write this devotional that these words are getting to your heart.  I pray that you will hear the voice of God, and you will come away believing with all your heart that the King of the universe deeply and profoundly loves you.  In fact, I pray that you will realize God’s Abba Love (Daddy Love) as you have never realized it before, for it does make a difference.  I am praying that you will realize that Jesus is interceding for you as you go through the difficult time you are in right now.  I am praying that the passage I referenced at the beginning of this devotional will leap out to you and you will realize that Jesus was praying this for you 2,000 years ago when He also prayed for His dear disciples.  Know this: He is still at it for you right now and you need to realize it.  

A way to help you block out other messages from the Accuser of the Brethren (see Revelations 12:10) is to meditate deeply on the passage referenced at the top of this page.  Allow Jesus words to speak directly to you as you replace the “those and the they(s)” with your name or someone you are concerned about.  In fact, write out Jesus’ prayer on a separate sheet and everywhere it is appropriate, put your name or the name of the person you are praying for in its place.  Reread it.  Journal through the passage.  Use the journaling technique we teach called the STAR method – Scripture read – Thought conveyed – Application made – Reply to God.  Allow His profound, intercessory prayer to lodge deeply in your heart and seal it with these words, “Jesus Loves Me!”  I believe that there is someone out there who needs to hear this from our King, and I would love to hear from you when He speaks to your heart Him.  Let us share in your joy, for we need to hear Him as well.

This devotional represents the 52nd of the series.  The Watch With ME series has been provided to figuratively “hold up a sign” for you men, to remind you that God is with you and He wants you to get His perspective on life.  I would like to say that the year has passed quickly.  But the truth is, for a lot of you, this has been one of the hardest years you have ever faced.  I hope that getting this “sign” out to you weekly has helped you through the year.  In a few weeks I will begin a new series called, Go With ME and the Watch With Me series ends with this devotional.  I want to listen to our King and convey His words to us about our “walk” with Him.  I believe that Christ draws us near to Him in the “abiding relationship” for a purpose.  Not only does God want us to enjoy His transforming love, He intends for our transformed lives to impact our world, as Christ walks with us and works through us.  I think He has a lot to say about this.  

For those of you who want to continue receiving these devotionals, we need to know it.  The devotionals will be posted on our website, (www.influencers.org) and we will provide you a link to get you directly to them.  Along with the new method for receiving these devotionals, we will be using a blog for interaction with myself and other men about the devotionals.  I believe that there are a lot of life stories out there that need to be shared as to how God is walking them through their circumstances.  I believe the testimonies of these people will be as profound as anything we could write.  We want these devotionals and testimonies to serve you, and we want to give you an opportunity to be used by God to help others.  It will be your way to “hold up a sign.”

Concerning the website:  We have worked long and hard to provide a website that will connect you guys and our leaders and make it easy to stay connected.  The new site rolls out very soon.  We’ve had to replace our old website because it was an entry-level attempt to get something out there.  However, the rapid growth of the ministry and needs of our men have dictated a better site.  Please visit us at this site and send a friend to it.  Help us spread God’s message that He loves us and that He invites us to come closer to Him.  

I will be out of your life for a few weeks as we change our venue for future devotionals and experience a short delay.  Please keep me in your prayers, along with every person who attempts to speak God’s truths into your life.  We need your prayers and the world needs you (with Jesus) going to it.  That’s where He’s taking us, as we enter the Go with ME series in a few weeks.

Jesus loves you (and me too).  Always remember this, and let it lodge it deeply in your heart.
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