Watch With ME

Seeking the Perspective of Jesus
A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

“Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd.  Then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest’.”  

                                                                                                            Matthew 9:36-38 NASB

Several years ago a beloved professional golfer was killed in an airplane accident.  He had one of the most graceful, fluid swings on the tour and as a result was one of the best players on tour.  That swing, his humor and his success as a golfer made him loved by the golfing community and fans across the world.  I admired Payne Stewart’s swing, like so many other golfers, and did everything I could to mimic it.  Most people, including me, would say that I failed in my efforts.  Never the less, he was a good role model as a golfer.  But Payne’s life was more than golf.

As I remember Payne, the thing that stands out the most about the man and makes me really love him was his unashamed identity with Christ, his King.  On the golf course, the locker rooms and wherever he went he made his identification with Christ known. It was a bold statement, but unobtrusive.  He lived with this statement and he lived up to it.  In fact, when he crashed thousands of feet from the sky to meet his death, this same identification rode with him to the ground.  Most of you know what I am referencing.  It was the W.W.J.D. bracelet he always wore, which is an acronym for What Would Jesus Do.

Before beginning this devotional series I prayed through what we would make available to our men through our website.  As a result, I felt led that we should pursue understanding and embracing the perspective of Christ.  What do I mean when I say, “ the perspective of Christ?”  I think it would be His point of view, His motivation, His purpose and the characteristics of the way He views people.  As an example, in the above passage we see that He saw the people with compassion.  Next, He saw opportunity to reap a harvest.  Third He saw the need for prayer.  Finally, He saw the need for workers to bring in the harvest.  He saw a lot in a quick glance, so what can we learn from it?

Here’s a question that might help our perspective.  “Do you think Christ would have seen the opportunity for a harvest and the need to pray for the people and the need for the workers, had He not seen the people through the His eyes of compassion?  Of course we know that compassion is one of the great characteristics of our Savior, but if God didn’t have this compassion for us, where would we be?  Would we have a Savior?  Would we have hope?  Would we have an Intercessor?  It started with compassion from God to us, but does it stop there with it only going to us and not out of us?

Many times before I have comforted myself (actually giving myself an excuse) in thinking that Christ is the Compassionate King and we are only beneficiaries not benefactors of such a view?  But, when I became a “self-feeder” on God’s word, I couldn’t deny the scripture that instructed me otherwise:

“Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”  Colossians 3:12 NIV
OK, good argument put forth by Brother Paul the Apostle, but what does it mean to “clothe myself with compassion?”  I didn’t get any help with my cop-out argument when I researched what it meant.  To clothe one’s self with compassion, is to volitionally, put it on, like one would put a coat on.  In other words, we don’t wait to feel like it before we have a compassionate view.  We don’t do it for a select few, who are deserving or who are likeable.  We just do it!  Why?  What is our motivation?  Because we are loved beyond our wildest understanding by Christ and His love for us started with compassion for you and me and it is His compassion that must flow through us, if we are abiding with Him.

Have you ever thought that this thing (compassion) might be the one thing that will trigger a series of actions that brings healing to a relationship or a change of view toward some unreasonable person in your life?  Maybe you need a reminder like Payne did?  Maybe putting that wristband on his hand everyday was his act of “clothing himself” with a reminder of how Christ would view his world and react to it?  One thing for sure, the first view Christ would have for you and me and our world is compassion.  Let’s do the same.  Let’s put that coat of compassion on and see how it influences our world.  W.W.J.D?
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