Watch With ME

Seeking the Perspective of Jesus
A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen


My son Gorden sent me the following comparison of a “Leader-man” and a “Servant Leader.”  He thought it would be interesting to me.  Since our heart and ministry is to raise up Influencers who will embrace their world with a Sacred Responsibility, his observation was an understatement.

Every day I am given an increase to my amazement of our King’s great work through our men and the life transformation that we continually see.  We are still relatively young as a ministry.  But, we have been given exposure to good leaders and not-so-good leaders these past 7 years.  I believe that I can truthfully say that those leaders who seem to have an aura of convince-ability and influence can be readily identified in the comparison as a “Servant Leader.”  This makes it all the more clear to me why protecting our DNA is essential and that our leaders and, most assuredly, myself, need to understand that it is our King Who leads and we serve His purpose and His men.  We don’t lead these men.  We inspire them and influence them with empowerment that comes from our own intimate walk with Christ.  Now, a corporate thinker will determine that Servant Leadership will not succeed.  He will determine this based on the standards to which most of us as businessmen have been exposed.  His negative appraisal will be primarily due to the fact that lack of control frightens a “Leader-man” and makes him feel vulnerable to the fact that he may not be able to achieve his personal goals.  But, a true Servant Leader is comfortable with personal vulnerability, as long as he feels that God is in control.  This man is more concerned about staying connected to God’s leadership than being perceived as the “Leader.”  He views his role in leadership as simply being the way God works through his life to others.  It is not about him, but rather about following his King.  He feels very special in God’s eyes not based on his productivity as a leader, but rather because of the hidden character development that only God sees.  He’s not concerned about the applause of man but rather the applause of heaven.  A man who serves as Christ did will be a Servant Leader.  But, it will not be an act or just another method of managing people.  Instead, it will be a wellspring of Living Water that flows through his life and surfaces to others.  Call it leadership or call it influence.  Either way, the true Servant Leader will inspire his world to come and see this Savior of his that has him so thoroughly captivated by His love and he will serve them in getting there.  Since this devotional is dedicated to seeking a Christ perspective, I think the following comparison will help:

                                                          “Leader-man” vs. “Servant Leader” by Brant Hansen 

LeaderMan:  Wants a platform on which to say something  -   Servant Leader:  Has something to say    
LeaderMan: You almost feel you know his family, because he's your Leader   -   Servant Leader:  You allow him to influence you, because you know his family
LeaderMan: Wants you to know he's a Leader   -   Servant Leader:  You're not sure he knows he's a leader
LeaderMan: Loves the idea of the Gospel, and the idea of The Church  -  Servant Leader: Loves God and the actual individual people God brings across his path
LeaderMan: A great speaker, but self-described as, "Not really a people person."  -  Servant Leader:  Makes himself a people person
LeaderMan: Helps you find where God is leading you in his organization  -  Servant Leader:  Helps you find where God is leading you
LeaderMan: Gets together with you to talk about his vision  -  Servant Leader:  Just gets together with you
LeaderMan: Resents "sheep stealing"  -  Servant Leader:  Doesn't get the "stealing" part, since he doesn't own anyone to begin with.
LeaderMan: Wants the right people on the bus  -  Servant Leader:  Wants to find the right bus for you, and sit next to you on it
LeaderMan: Shows you a flow chart  -   Servant Leader:  Shows you his whole heart 
LeaderMan: A visionary who knows what the future looks like  -  Servant Leader:  Knows what your kitchen looks like
LeaderMan: If it's worth doing, it worth doing with excellence  -  Servant Leader:  Not exactly sure how to even calculate "worth doing"
LeaderMan: Talks about confronting one another in love  -  Servant Leader:  Actually confronts you in love
LeaderMan: Impressed by success and successful people  -  Servant Leader:  Impressed by faithfulness
LeaderMan:  Invests time in you, if you are "key people"  -  Servant Leader:  Wastes time with you
LeaderMan: Reveals sins of his past  -  Servant Leader:  Reveals sins of his present
LeaderMan: Gives you things to do  -  Servant Leader:  Gives you freedom
LeaderMan: Leads because of official position  -  Servant Leader:  Leads in spite of position
LeaderMan: Deep down, threatened by other Leaders  -  Servant Leader:  Has nothing to lose.

All honor to King Jesus,
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