Watch With ME

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because "The righteous will live by faith" Galatians 3:11

Like many Believers, I ask myself frequently if my faith is good enough.  After all, faith is the essential initial connection we have with God through Jesus Christ, and it begins a lifelong process as we walk with Christ for the rest of our life.  Faith is not a “once done” proposition, but rather a journey with Christ by faith for the rest of our Christian lives.  So, how are you doing with yours?  It is an important question to have answered.  Maybe the following information will help you process the question? 

Saving Faith:  Before Jesus came on the scene, having a simple faith in God was not taught, nor believed.  In fact, at that time, it was all about works and what man does before God to justify himself to Him.  This is where we see the roots of legalism, where it is about what a person does for himself rather than what God has done.  When Christ came to redeem mankind, the first thing He taught was that it is impossible to work our way into heaven, for the standard requires perfection and mankind cannot attain perfection.  Next, Jesus did for us what is impossible for us to do, which was to live a perfect life without sin for us.  He then redeemed us by His death on the cross and His resurrection from the tomb.  It is our faith in these facts that we have our first “faith connection” with God, and it is commonly called saving faith.  But, there is much more to what faith means in the life of the Believer, for this is only the beginning of a life of faith.  Scripture says, “The righteous will live by faith.”  Let’s explore what it means to live by faith.

“Righteous” is a strong word.  In fact it is a word that is difficult for most Christians to accept about ourselves, for it seems so perfect, and we know that we cannot attain perfection.  In making the mistake of thinking that “righteousness” is about our perfection, we could block out our understanding of living by faith as taught in Galatians 3 and think it is directed to someone other than you or me.  Therefore, we need to look closely at the word.  Actually, the word “righteous” is a shortened old English word from the words, “to be in right standing with God.”  In understanding this, we can be assured that in order to be in “right standing with God,” we must connect by the works of Christ and not our own.  We are in “right standing” with God, because of Christ’s redemption of our life.  Therefore, as a true Believer we are indeed righteous.  But are we righteous people living by faith?  As men declared righteous by Jesus, we cannot wriggle out of the next emphasis that speaks directly to you and me which says: “The righteous will live by faith.”
What does it mean to you to live by faith?  To me, it is both the most difficult and easiest thing I do.  It is the most difficult thing for me in that it requires me to go against many basic instincts that I learned growing up.  To me, living by faith means that I must put my own survival and protection instincts aside and instead, trust that God will cover that which I am concerned about.  As an example, how do I obey Proverbs 3: 5 which says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding” and still use my own instincts?  Doesn’t it require that I yield my attempts to control a situation and instead entrust the situation to God?  Doesn’t it go on to tell us that God will make the right way known to me if I do this?  Yes, it does.  But, there is always a tension that challenges me as to whether my faith is “good enough” to tap into this promise, or whether I correctly understand what it means to live by faith.  Man, this is where the difficulty comes in, as I literally fight to live by faith rather than let my instincts take over.  Am I alone in this?  Am I the only one who sees the life of faith to also be a fight of faith?  I don’t think I’m alone, for the Apostle Paul said it like this:  “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7.  Living a life of faith is the hardest thing I do, because I have to fight a good fight to give over my rights to myself.  However, it is also the easiest thing I do, when I keep it simple.

Simple Faith:  Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."  What this says to me is that our faith should be simple and uncomplicated.  Regardless of how complex the situation, simple faith applies to all circumstances.  Simple faith is uncluttered with compromise or doubt.  As a result, Simple faith moves mountains and God’s heart.  Jesus used a child’s faith as an example of simple faith, and this should challenge us to look closely at the qualities of a child’s faith.  We will not see much more than asking, receiving and thanking, for children keep it simple.  Through this process, a parent will teach a child how to make needs be known and where to go for help.  Eventually, the child will come to understand that the parent can be trusted and whenever there is another need, he or she will simply go there.  Having a simple faith grows us up spiritually, for it moves us closer to the Source instead of merely the provisions.  Growing in simple faith is simply growing closer to Jesus in our intimacy with Him.  It’s as simple as that.

Abiding Faith:  I believe that growing in faith is not a matter of attaining to a higher level or enlightenment of understanding but rather making breakthroughs and being taken closer to Jesus.  A “breakthrough” is defined as: “An event that causes or marks the breaking down of a barrier to progress.”  Faith is a delivery system that takes us closer to God.  In our spiritual journey we will be challenged in our faith, and as we stand firm, keep it simple, apply God’s promises to our situations, and see Him come to help us, we will grow closer to Him.  This is how faith grows.  It grows from experience with God, and the more experience we have with Him, the more our faith grows.  As any reader will already know, this ministry has a simple message about the importance of abiding with Christ.  I believe with all my heart that it is in proximity to Christ that we are transformed and are reborn into the men that God wants us to be.  In our spiritual journey with Him, we will learn to live by faith.  But know this: Living by faith is not a discipline that we force ourselves to do, but rather a fruit of abiding with Christ.  Therefore, we must look at the “faith walk” more as an opportunity granted to us rather than a performance required of us.  It is an opportunity to journey closer to Christ, and this is something near and dear to the heart of our King.

Lately I have prayerfully sought God’s wisdom as to the characteristics of abiding faith, for I want to answer the questions I have about my own faith.  Here are some thoughts that came to me:

Abiding faith is pure:  There are no pretensions with abiding faith, for it is only about Jesus and His agenda in our life.  I can have no other gods or any other alternative but Him.

Abiding faith sustains:  I will be challenged in my faith.  This is a known process for spiritual growth.  As I “mature” in my faith, my challenges will likely move toward persevering trials, and this will require that I am committed for a marathon.  Sustaining faith is required in order to not falter as the trial lingers.

Abiding faith celebrates life:  A life that abides with Christ is taken on a life adventure with Him.  The faith walk that results from this adventure is able to live life as never before.  Our life becomes a celebration, as we live in victory and purpose.

Abiding faith celebrates death:  A life that abides in Christ will not fear death.  Death only delivers us to the home we are longing for deep down.  Faith in this fact creates courage as no other thing can do in our life.  Abiding faith swallows up the fear of death.

Abiding faith is aware:  Many times a person’s faith is propped up by an event in the past and not by things that are current.  Abiding faith is alive and is plugged into the person of Christ.  Our walk with Him creates an “attentive” condition that allows us to see the hidden work of God all around us.

Abiding faith anticipates:  Ask, seek, knock are not just empty words to the one who has abiding faith.  They are promises to him and are accepted by faith with anticipation of how and when God will answer, and what will be on the other side of the door He opens for us.

Abiding faith is patient:  Although it anticipates, abiding faith wants only the best that God wants to provide.  Patience becomes acceptable when anticipating God’s best for a need.

Abiding faith is intimate with God:  Abiding faith is not propped up by religious behavior or activity, but rather, from the gentle assurance that comes from an intimate relationship with Christ.  It is the “still, small voice” that guides us, and it is best heard in the framework of abiding with Christ.

Abiding faith is pleasing to God:  God delights in watching a man live by faith.  When we take God’s promises at face value and are willing to live our life based on them, it brings Him much pleasure.  When it is our purpose to live for God’s pleasure, then we can be assured that we are walking by faith and we walk with Him.  It pleases God when a man lives his life by faith in Christ Jesus.

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.  Hebrews 11:6
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