Watch With Me

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen
You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about Me, yet you refuse to come to Me to have life.   John 5: 39-40

Ever heard the phrase, “He couldn’t see the forest for the trees?”   A lot of colloquial truth is conveyed is that statement.  It’s very similar to the statement Jesus was making to the religious leaders in the passage referenced above.  When I read about Christ’s encounters with the religious leaders, those guys make me feel so good about myself.  You know it’s true for you too?   We say, “Man, those religious dudes in His day were stupid!  How could they miss Him?  They were immersed in God’s word and still didn’t see their Messiah standing right before them?  It is clear that He fulfilled all the prophecies about the Messiah.  All they had to do was connect the dots!”  It is an interesting observation about “those guys” and makes us feel real good about our self because that couldn’t happen with us Christians, right?  Well hold on.  I think we need to make sure that we don’t have the same blind spots in our life as those guys and understand what we can do to make sure we don’t miss the blessing as they did.  So think about it:

· Is it possible to be so immersed in the words, sentences and phrases of Scripture and miss the heart of the story God wants us to learn?  Do we do this when we just do a cursory scan the Bible?

· Is it also possible that we can read a story in Scripture but not connect with the hidden truths that God wants to convey to us?  Do we disconnect from the human “heart drama” of those people and not make a personal application to our own life?

· Like the Pharisees, could this have happened to you back then if you were also steeped in tradition and church culture and intellectual pursuit of knowledge about God, while not engaging in the relationship the Messiah offered?  

· Could this happen to you right now in this day and time?  Could you also fall into Pharisee-ism and not even know that you have gone down that path?

· What can we do to keep this from happening?

You know, I am absolutely amazed at the hidden messages Jesus always had in His words.  Even to the Pharisees He still gave hope and a way out of their legalistic condition.  Do you see the obscure message in the above verse?  Do you the see the message of hope and direction He gave to those people at that time and to you and me now?  Feast your eyes on it, for it is the one thing that will keep us from falling into that same legalistic condition that the Pharisees did and in turn miss our blessing as they did:  

“… come to Me…”
Guys, that is what it is all about.  We’ve got to get close to Him.  That’s what abiding in Him does for us.  The purpose and study of the Scriptures is not to be an intellectual pursuit, but rather a “map” for us.  It is a treasure map that leads to Jesus, and when we allow scripture to be our guide for our life, we will always find that it will guide us back to Him.  He is the Beginning and the End.  He is the Alpha and the Omega.  He is the One Who makes sense of it all and He meets the longing need within our hearts.

Several years ago I heard a now well-known speaker share his testimony about coming to Christ.  He was a college student and there was a spiritual awakening going on at his school.  A young woman asked him one day if he would like to have a personal relationship with Jesus.  Being an agnostic, he angrily responded, “I’m sick and tired of you Jesus people!  All religion is false and is a prop for the weak minded people of the world!!”  The young woman composed herself and said, “You are right.  Religion is just that.  It is a prop.  But I’m not talking about religion.  I’m talking about a relationship.  I’m talking about a relationship with God through Jesus the Messiah Who made it possible for us.”  The man was intrigued by the clearly stated distinction.  Eventually, as a result of coming to understand the distinct difference, he came to the One Who was saying, “Come to Me” for that relationship you are longing for.

In all religions of the world, there is none that has a relationship with God.  They might recognize Him as God.  They might worship Him as God.  Most of them work at their religion far more than you and I do.  A lot of them are doing a better job of evangelizing the lie of their religion better than Christians do, to our shame.  But, when the day is done, their concept of God is that He is remote and inaccessible except by religious activity, which keeps them in Pharisee-ism.   Worst of all, when their life is over, the lie has taken them down the wrong path and away from a relationship with God and the blessing of eternal life with Him is missed entirely.

Men, we have it all in Jesus.  But, my question to you is, “Are you taking all He is offering you?”  Now, if you are ready to be filled up with all that our King wants to give you and you are tired of the religious performance that keeps you stagnant and weighed down, He’s telling you what to do.    If you listen carefully, you can hear Him saying to you… “Come to Me” and find what you are longing for.  So, what are you waiting for?  Let’s go…. and take someone else with you as you go!!!
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