Watch with Me

Seeking the perspective of Jesus

A weekly devotional for fellow Journeymen

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?” ………  “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”  Romans 8:35&37
In 1963, a popular ballad was sung by the Kingston Trio and other artists.  For us teenagers, we heard it often on the radio.  In 1981 it was recorded again by Johnny Cash.  I suppose it was when Cash sang the song that we began to see a biblical connection in the song, for he had gone through his conversion and had come to know Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior.  We knew that it was a song that spoke to Johnny Cash’s heart, and his heart was speaking to ours when he sang the song.  The name of the song was, “The Reverend Mr. Black.”
The ballad was formed around an itinerate preacher who rode from town to town by horseback to preach God’s word.  He could often be heard singing a song that was the theme of his life.  Maybe it was because of challenges that the preacher faced in his past and had to overcome?  Maybe it was the challenges he had to face every day, for in the lyrics about him, it was said that He was poor like a beggar but rode like a king?  Could it be that in order to follow God and live his life out to his world around him, he had to struggle with poverty or persecution or maybe even a “thorn in the flesh?”  Look at the song lyrics the itinerate cowboy preacher sang for a clue:  

I gotta walk that lonesome valley .. I got to walk it by myself .. Ain't nobody else can walk it for me .. I got to walk it by myself .. You got to walk that lonesome valley .. You got to walk it by yourself ..Oh, nobody else can walk it for you ..You got to walk it by yourself 

Now you might be asking, “Where is the biblical connection in this song?”  Let me connect the dots for you, for several thousand years ago another man had to walk through his own lonesome valley.  He called it the Valley of the Shadow of Death.  If you haven’t made the connection already, you can read about it in Psalms 23.  The writer of the lyrics of this song was a former shepherd, warrior who later would be king. His life had a bounty on it by King Saul, and he was being hunted and harassed by this jealous monarch who wanted to kill him.  David was in one of those times that we all seem to face at times in our life in that all the odds are against us and by no fault of our own, we seem to have the world against us also.  Ever been there?  Are you there now?  If so, you are in a good place if you are able to see it in the right way.

David and the Reverend Mr. Black had a lot in common.  Look what was said about Mr. Black and David:

The Reverend Mr. Black:  “He rode easy in the saddle, he was tall and lean and at first, you thought nothing but a streak of mean could make any man look so downright strong, but one look in his eyes and you knowed you was wrong.  He was a mountain of a man, and I want you to know he could preach hot hell or freezin' snow. He carried a Bible in a canvas sack and folks just called him the Reverend Mr. Black.”

David:  David said to Saul, "Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him." Saul replied, "You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth." But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." Saul said to David, "Go, and the LORD be with you."   1 Samuel 17: 32 – 37
In common with these two men is courage, strength of character and what we would call being “A man’s man.”  Also in common was an allegorical “valley” that these strong men had to walk through, as it represented their fear and the challenge to depend on God to get them through it.  But why would God require this “valley” in these men’s lives?  Why does He require it for you and me?  Look what Paul Bunyan said in an excerpt from his book Pilgrim’s Progress:

“Now, at the end of this valley was another, called the Valley of the Shadow of Death, and Christian must go through it, because the way to the Celestial City lay through the midst of it. Now, this valley is a very solitary place. The prophet Jeremiah thus describes it: ‘A wilderness, a land of deserts and of pits, a land of drought, and of the shadow of death, a land that no man (but a Christian) passed through, and where no man dwelt.’ [Jeremiah 2:6]”
“Celestial City” could represent many things for a Christian.  At the end of our journey through life it surely means heaven and all that it includes.  It could also mean getting through a challenging “valley” in our lifetime and to the next “green pasture and quite waters,” as David described it in Psalm 23?  It could also be mean taking a major hit to our pride and our manhood and not giving into the temptation to strike back in an ungodly manner, as is described about our friend the Reverend Mr. Black?  But one thing is sure, we all have to walk through it to get to where God wants us to go.  Look how the Reverend handled his particular challenge:

If ever I could have thought this man in black was soft and had any yellow up his back I gave that notion up one day 

                                                          ….. A lumberjack came in and it wasn't to pray.

Yeah, he kicked open the meeting house door And he cussed everybody up and down the floor.  Then, when things got quiet in the place ….. He walked up and cussed in the preacher's face.

He hit that reverend like the kick of a mule, and to my way of thinkin', it took one pure fool to turn the other cheek to that lumberjack ….. But that's what he did, The Reverend Mr. Black.

He stood like a rock, a man among men.  Then, he let that lumberjack hit him again. 

                                           …. And then with a voice as kind as could be, he cut him down like a big oak tree …. when he said

I gotta’ walk that lonesome valley.  I got to walk it by myself.  Ain't nobody else can walk it for me.  I got to walk it by myself.

You got to walk that lonesome valley.  You got to walk it by yourself.  Oh, nobody else can walk it for you.  You got to walk it by yourself.

Men, what kind of man do you want to be?  Do you want to be men like David and the Reverend Mr. Black?  I’ll tell you up front that I want it for myself and my sons also.  But I will also tell you that I know that it will not come easy for them or me.  There will be  “valleys” to face to become this kind of man and it is in these valleys that we will become those men.  You see, it is not what we become for God that is formed in those “valleys”.  No, it is what He becomes to us in the “valleys” that makes us men like these.  So, if you find yourself in either a “Lonely Valley” or one that is described as the “Shadow of Death”, remember you are in a place where a champion is formed and one where you are not alone.  Your Shepherd is right there with you, helping you get through it, helping you become a man of courage and valor that you both want.

Now, let me speak to you fathers who are reading this devotional.  If you are walking through a “valley” right now, you are being observed by your children, as you make your way through it.  Therefore, not only is your heart and courage being formed in this dreadful place you find yourself in, but, likewise, the courage in the hearts of your children is being formed.  They are watching you face this “giant” in your life and your legacy of faith is being formed in them.  With this thought in mind, I’ll finish this devotional with the final lyrics of “The Reverend Mr. Black” so you can see the legacy that followed his faith:

It's been many years since we had to part, and I guess I learned his ways by heart

                                     ….  Cause I can still hear his sermon's ring …. Down in the valley where he used to sing.

I followed him, yes siree, and I don't regret it ….I hope I will always be a credit …. 

                    To his memory 'cause I want you to understand …. The Reverend Mr. Black was my old man.
Rocky
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